
 
 

Notice of Port Ballina Taskforce Meeting 
 
Notice is hereby given that a Port Ballina Taskforce Meeting will be held in the 
Ballina Shire Council Committee Room, Ballina on Tuesday 12 August 2014 
at 4.00 pm. 
 
Business 
 
1. Attendance and Apologies 

 
2. Minutes from Port Ballina Taskforce meeting held 8 May 2014 (attached).  

 
3. General Business 

 

(a) Recreational Fishing Group Representation 

(b) Dredging - North Creek 

(c) Dredging – Ballina Boat Harbour 

(d) Dredging - Ballina Bar 

(e) North Wall Breakwater – Raising the Crest 

(f) Better Boating Program (BBP) Grants 

(g) Regional Boating Program 

(h) Fawcett Park – Sale of Fresh Seafood from Trawler 

(i) Marina Infrastructure 
 

4. Business Without Notice 
 

5. Next Meeting 
 
 
 
Paul Hickey 
General Manager 
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1. Attendance and Apologies 

 
 

2. Minutes from Port BallinaTaskforce Meeting held 8 May 2014 

 
The Minutes from the meeting held Tuesday 8 May 2014 are attached. 

Recommendation 

That the Taskforce confirms the Minutes of the Meeting held on Tuesday 8 
May 2014. 
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3. General Business 

 

a) Recreational Fishing Group Representation 

 
Following the presentation from the Richmond Valley Anglers Action Group at 
the May 2014 meeting of the Taskforce, Council subsequently approved at 
the May Council meeting the inclusion of a representative from a recreational 
fishing group on the Taskforce, subject to an expression of interest (EOI) 
process. 
 
That EOI process was conducted during June with five responses received as 
follows (copies attached) 
 
• Warren Lusted – appears to be non-confirming as does not represent a 

recreational fishing group 
• Peter Watts – Far North Coast Fishing Club’s Association 
• Tibor Konya – Ballina RSL Fishing Club 
• Tom Bowers – Cherry Street and Ballina RSL Fishing Clubs 
• John Larsson - Richmond Valley Anglers Action Group 
 
There is only limited information available with the applications so the 
Taskforce may need to rely on local knowledge, or perhaps hold interviews 
again, to determine a preferred representative. 
 
Action: To confirm preferred nominee 
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b) Dredging - North Creek 
 

Council has submitted an expression to the NSW Trade & Investment’s call 
for Expressions of Interest (EOI) for the opportunity to extract sand from North 
Creek. The closing date for EOIs was 2 June 2014 and Trade & Investment 
has not yet advised the outcomes from that process. 

 
 

c) Dredging – Ballina Boat Harbour 

 

Update to be provided by Ballina Fishermen’s Co-op. 

 

 

d) Dredging of the Ballina Bar 
 
Correspondence was forwarded to the Ballina Branch of the Volunteer Marine 
Rescue on 9 May 2014 providing a copy of the latest hydrographic survey 
results of the Ballina Bar and asking whether that information could be 
displayed. No response has been received to date. 
 
In respect to dredging, further correspondence was sent to Mr Don Page 
pursuing a one-off dredge of the bar. Mr Page is making representations to 
the Deputy Premier and a copy of Council’s letter and Mr Page’s interim 
response is attached for information. 

  



 Port Ballina Taskforce Agenda – 12 August 2014 
___________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

Ballina Shire Council  Port Ballina Taskforce Agenda 
12 August 2014  Page 20 

 

 
  



 Port Ballina Taskforce Agenda – 12 August 2014 
___________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

Ballina Shire Council  Port Ballina Taskforce Agenda 
12 August 2014  Page 21 

 

 
  



 Port Ballina Taskforce Agenda – 12 August 2014 
___________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

Ballina Shire Council  Port Ballina Taskforce Agenda 
12 August 2014  Page 22 

 

 

e) North Wall Breakwater – Raising the Crest 

 
These works have now been completed by the State Government and despite 
there being some initial reservations about the works proposed, the overall 
community reaction seems to be positive. 

 

f) Better Boating Program (BBP) Grants 

 
As previously advised Council has the following three projects in the 2014/15 
budget, with 50% of the funding received under the NSW State Government’s 
BBP; 
 
• boat ramp investigation at Keith Hall Lane – total funding $60,000 – This 

funding will allow for investigation, design and approvals to be completed 
during 2014/15 with funding for construction to be sought for 2015/16. 

• extend car park at Fishery Creek boat ramp - $315,500 – It is proposed to 
undertake these works by Council field staff with the works scheduled to 
be completed this calendar year  

• master plan for the Martin Street / Regatta Avenue precinct  - $80,000 – a 
specification is currently being prepared to call for expressions of interest 
for this work from local consultancy firms 

 

g) Regional Boating Plan 

 
The State Government’s Better Boating Program (BBP) grants, which has 
provided significant funding to Council in recent years, is now superseded by 
what is referred to as the Regional Boating Plan. A draft Regional Boating 
Plan for the Tweed to the Clarence was exhibited by Transport NSW during 
July 2014 with public submissions to the document required by 20 July. A 
public meeting was also held in Ballina on Thursday 10 July. A copy of all the 
relevant documentation was forwarded to Taskforce members on Monday 30 
June 2014. 
 
In addition to this representatives from Transport NSW met with Council staff 
on 10 July and Council had until 1 August to provide submissions to the draft 
Regional Boating Plan and until 15 August to provide a priority list of projects 
by 15 August 2014.  
 
In discussions with Transport NSW it appears that the BBP is considered to 
have now addressed a large number of the more small to medium 
infrastructure projects and the Regional Boating Plan program will focus on 
more medium to larger scale projects, albeit that smaller items can still be 
funded. Also the 50 / 50 funding criteria that applied for the BPP grants is no 
longer mandatory, albeit that contributions from councils or other 
organisations will still help in obtaining grant funds. 
 
Council’s response to the draft Regional Boating Plan is attached for 
information  
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h) Fawcett Park – Sale of Fresh Seafood from Trawler 

 

Update to be provided by Ballina Fishermen’s Co-op. 

 

i) Marina Infrastructure  

 
Following their presentation to our April 2014 meeting, Mr Peter Marshall and 
Mr John Kelly have provided a concept proposal, and costings, for a marina in 
the Kingsford Smith precinct, a copy of which is attached to this agenda. 
 
Despite the magnitude of the proposal Mr Marshall and Mr Kelly believe the 
project is viable, albeit that Council may well have to be the entity that 
commences investigations into the works. 
 
Feedback from the Taskforce is now sought on this concept plan. 
 
In addition to this proposal Transport NSW has written back regarding 
possible investigations into improved marina infrastructure at the existing 
Ballina Boat Harbour and the neighbouring RMS land (copy of 
correspondence dated 15 May 2014 also included as last attachment to this 
agenda).  
 
As a result of this correspondence Council staff have held discussions with 
representatives from RMS in respect to the RMS depot site and even though 
there is a possibility that the depot could one day be relocated, there is no 
firm commitment that this will happen anytime in the short to medium term. 
 
One option that has previously been discussed is whether Council should 
partner with agencies such as Transport NSW and NSW Trade & Investment 
(Crown Lands) in an attempt to obtain planning approvals for this location for 
expanded marina infrastructure. Obtaining planning approvals may create a 
higher potential for a private sector entity to consider investing funds into this 
location. 
 
As the merits, both for and against, of this location have been discussed 
before at Taskforce meeting, further feedback from the Taskforce on this site 
would be of interest to Council. 
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4. Business Without Notice. 

 
 
 

5. Next Meeting 
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