
 
 

Notice of Port Ballina Taskforce Meeting 
 
Notice is hereby given that a Port Ballina Taskforce Meeting will be held in the 
Ballina Shire Council Committee Room, Ballina on Tuesday 18 November 
2014 at 3.00 pm. 
 
Business 
 
1. Attendance and Apologies 

 
2. Minutes from Port Ballina Taskforce meeting held 12 August 2014 

(attached).  
 

3. General Business 

 

(a) Welcome – New Member 

(b) North Creek - Dredging 

(c) Ballina Boat Harbour - Dredging 

(d) Ballina Boat Harbour – Project Plan 

(e) Ballina Bar 

(f) Better Boating Grants 

(g) Regional Boating Program 
 

4. Business Without Notice 
 

5. Next Meeting 
 
 

 
Paul Hickey 
General Manager 
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1. Attendance and Apologies 

 
 

2. Minutes from Port BallinaTaskforce Meeting held 12 August 2014 

 
The Minutes from the meeting held Tuesday 12 August 2014 are attached. 

Recommendation 

That the Taskforce confirms the Minutes of the Meeting held on Tuesday 12 
August 2014. 
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3. General Business 

 

a) Welcome – New Member 

 
As per the minutes of the last meeting, Mr Tom Bowers has been appointed 
to the Taskforce as the representative of the Cherry Street Fishing Club. 
 
 

b) Dredging - North Creek 
 

Following the advertising of an expression of interest process by Crown 
Lands, Council has been selected as the preferred proponent for the 
extraction of sand from North Creek. This selection is subject to further 
negotiations with Crown Lands and a copy of the document outlining those 
negotiations is attached. Further updates will be provided as those 
negotiations progress. 
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c) Dredging – Ballina Boat Harbour 

 

The NSW State Government has allocated funding for this work. Update to be 

provided by Ballina Fishermen’s Co-op. 

 

d) Ballina Boat Harbour – Project Plan 
 
Following the visit by the Maritime Access and Infrastructure Council (MAIC) 
earlier this year, as previously reported to the Taskforce Transport NSW 
wrote to Council regarding possible investigations into improved marina 
infrastructure at the existing Ballina Boat Harbour and the neighbouring RMS 
land. 
 
To push this along Council resolved at the August 2014 Ordinary meeting to 
allocate $40,000 to help fund a project plan that would assess the feasibility 
and methodology that would need to be followed to allow the expansion of 
marina facilities at this location. 
 
For example one option that has previously been discussed is whether 
Council should partner with agencies such as Transport NSW and NSW 
Trade & Investment (Crown Lands) in an attempt to obtain planning approvals 
for this location for the expanded marina infrastructure. Obtaining planning 
approvals may then create a higher potential for a private sector entity to 
consider investing funds into this location. 
 
Council has now received verbal advice that we are likely to receive matching 
funding of $40,000 to allow this project to proceed. 
 
A NSW Minister was scheduled to visit Ballina on Friday 14 November 2014 
to make this announcement however that visit was cancelled at the last 
moment. Hopefully the $40,000 verbal advice will be confirmed in the near 
future which will then allow this proposal to further advance. 
 

e) Ballina Bar 
 
Crown Lands have supplied the latest hydrographic survey results of the 
Ballina Bar (May and September 2014) (copy attached).  A copy has also 
been sent to Marine Rescue Ballina. 

The September 2014 survey indicates some shoaling has occurred at the 
Ballina Bar. This shoaling is likely to be a result of unfavourable oceanic 
conditions recently experienced on the north coast. 
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f) Better Boating Program (BBP) Grants – Status  

 
As previously advised Council has the following three projects in the 2014/15 
budget, with 50% of the funding received under the NSW State Government’s 
BBP. 

 
1. Extend car park at Fishery Creek boat ramp - $315,500 – These works 

have commenced and are scheduled to be completed prior to the 
Christmas holidays. 
 

2. Master plan for the Martin Street / Regatta Avenue precinct - $80,000 – 
Following the expression of interest process Geolink has been identified 
as the preferred consultant. Crown Lands are in the process of approving 
this engagement prior to Geolink commencing work. 
 

3. Boat ramp investigation at Keith Hall Lane – $60,000 – This funding 
allows for investigation, design and approvals to be completed during 
2014/15. These works are progressing as a lower priority with the major 
objective being to seek funding for construction as part of the 2015/16 
Regional Boating Plan Program. 
 

g) Regional Boating Plan 

 
The Regional Boating Plan supersedes the BBP. As reported to the last 
meeting Council has submitted a comprehensive lists of projects for this Plan 
and from all reports announcements on the projects funded for 2015/16 
should be forthcoming in the near future. 

 

4. Business Without Notice 

 
 
 

5. Next Meeting 

 
 
 


