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1. Attendance and Apologies 

 
Apologies 
 
Dr Lyn Walker – Ballina Environment Society (Malcolm Milner will attend as 
her replacement) 
 

2. Declarations of Interest 

 
 

3. Confirmation of Minutes 

 
A copy of the Minutes of the “B” Ward Committee held 17 November 2014 
were distributed. 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
That the Minutes of the “B” Ward Committee held 17 November 2014 be 
taken as read and confirmed. 
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4. Deputations 

 

5. Outstanding Business 

 
(a) Timing of Topdressing of Williams Reserve 

 
The position of staff in response to Mr Vidler's concerns are: 

 

• a full consultation process was undertaken with all stakeholders in 
regards to the work to be undertaken on Williams Reserve. The 
agreed work program was selected as it was the one that caused the 
least disruption overall and took advantage of the spring growing 
season. 

• the Council now has aeration equipment and this has been applied 
with good outcomes on our ovals and we are now able to provide this 
treatment on a more regular basis. 

• no funds are currently allocated for the significant rehabilitation of 
Megan Crescent and these works are not recommended until irrigation 
is available at the site. 

• irrigation is essential to support the outcomes of the sporting field 
maintenance program. The timing of the installation of irrigation to 
Megan Crescent is subject to the rate of land development in this 
precinct as this will determine when recycled water infrastructure will 
be available to service the field. 

• Council's Strategic and Community Facilities Group will continue to 
facilitate communications between the clubs using Williams Reserve, 
groups using the community centre and the market co-ordinator. 

 
(b) Need for Speed Restriction along The Ridgeway 
 

The default urban speed limit of 50 km/hr applies.  A reduced speed 
zone is not available in accordance with the NSW Speed Zone 
Guidelines.   
 
Council will collect data with its traffic counters to assess the speed 
profile of the traffic in this location.  This data will confirm the extent of 
the issue, including compliance with the speed zone. 
 
The options available if speeding is confirmed to be an issue are to 
install a Local Area Traffic Management Scheme (LATM) or use 
enforcement. While a formal assessment has not been undertaken, 
the cost of a LATM is not likely to be warranted, or a priority, at this 
point in time having regard to the incident history and contemporary 
design of the subdivision. Therefore the enforcement option would be 
preferred and a referral, with the traffic data, can be made to the NSW 
Police.  
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(c) Need for Signage in Public Reserves to Warn of Snakes 
 

Snakes are native and part of the wildlife setting existing throughout 
Australia. They are seasonal and temperature dependant with their 
activities. Snakes can exist in most areas and not just public reserves 
at Ballina Heights. They exist in urban streetscapes and rural areas.  
There are many other species of wildlife that also raise concern at 
times including ticks, spiders, leeches, and generally Council does not 
apply signage for all wildlife that may be present. Increasing signage 
has the effect of desensitising the message for residents unless they 
are able to make a strong connection with the sign and the risk.  This 
connection is very difficult having regard to the seasonality of wildlife 
and the full range of land areas where the risk occurs.  
 
Furthermore, Council has received feedback that the amenity of the 
urban area could be improved by a reduction in the amount of signage 
in the environment. A certain level of personal responsibility is best to 
maintain awareness of snakes and other wildlife and Council produces 
educational information in the newspapers occasionally along with 
wildlife organisations to remind residents to be aware and safe.   

 

6. Business with Notice from Members 

 
(a) Ballina Heights Residences Action Group - Committee Minutes of 

24/2/15 – copy attached. 
 
Council staff responses to the items raised are as follows: 
 

• Significant undergrowth has built up along walking path just off 
Cummings Crescent, along paths near pond and playgrounds 

 
This area is scheduled for maintenance service each fortnight.  In 
response to the feedback from the residents association, a supervisor 
from Council’s Open Spaces Section inspected the site on 4 March 
2014 and advises the following; 
 

• All trees and shrubs are trimmed back beyond the path edge, with 
the exception of a small section of the path near Madden Place 
play equipment. Some minor pruning with a hedge trimmer will be 
undertaken to address this issue. This is not considered urgent 
and will be completed under routine maintenance. 

• Some grassed areas away from the path were longer than normal 
as our mowers were unable to access these areas due to recent 
rain.  The mowers were scheduled to return to the site on 4 March 
2014.  

• The grass is growing at an unexpected rate for this time of the 
year and is not considered unreasonably untidy. 

• Pruning/removal of undergrowth is not supported as it will promote 
weed growth and increase the maintenance requirements, reduce 
the amenity and potentially increase the number of snakes in this 
area. 
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Council will continue to monitor this site, however for the above 
reasons Council’s technical staff support the current service level 
arrangements as being appropriate for this site. 

 

• Road safety remains a significant issue in the estate with residents 
reporting continued speeding and lack of regard for the centre of the 
road.  

 
Staff will place an additional 50 km/h repeater sign in Deadmans 
Creek Road to the north of Summerhill Crescent and just south of the 
Power Drive intersection as this section of the road does have a rural 
appearance.  

 
Concrete centre medians have been placed on the western side of the 
Cummins Crescent roundabout. Staff consider that some additional 
line marking would assist to reinforce required driver behaviour.  
Additional line marking in Deadmans Creek Road to the south of The 
Ridgeway roundabout and on the curve just south of the Power Drive 
intersection is also considered beneficial.  Both these line marking 
actions will be completed in the near future when our next suitable 
package of work is able to be provided to our contractor.  

 
• Ballina Heights Drive, Power Drive & Sporting Facilities remain 

unopened. 
 

Council has previously invited clubs to submit an expression of 
interest in using the sports fields at Ballina. These expressions have 
been assessed and Council is working with a number of clubs on 
delivering sport specific infrastructure that will facilitate the occupation 
of the site. This is expected to be finalised shortly.  These sports will 
operate under Council’s existing sports management structure. 

 

• Road works have been started on The Ridgeway and remain ongoing. 
Residents would like to know when it is expected to be completed. 

 
The works are completed. 

 

• The pathway accessible from Unara Parkway that leads to the 
children’s playground and pond has been closed for several months.  

 
An inspection of this pathway identified that the design did not 
conform to the relevant standard.  Council staff have made 
representations to the developer in regards to their liability to rectify 
the issues.  Agreement is yet to be reached in this regard, however 
given the delay, Council will now complete the required works as soon 
as possible. 

 
• The committee is divided regarding the current safety and design of 

the round-about at Tamarind Drive and Ballina Heights Drive. Multiple 
‘near-misses’ have been reported by some committee members and 
residents. Most of these relate to the speed at which traffic travels 
down the exit ramp. 
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Council notes the design has been completed by competent designers 
and been assessed by Council and RMS technical officers. To date 
there are no reported incidents which would suggest the intersection is 
performing satisfactorily.  
 
However Council is also aware of the concerns of some residents in 
regards to the function of the roundabout.  Consideration is being 
made for an upgrade of the roundabout in the context of the 
infrastructure planning for the Cumberland Urban Land Release 
Areas.  In the interim, Council staff will continue to monitor the 
functional performance of the intersection.   

 
• Ahern Circuit remains closed to general access. Residents wish to 

know when it will be opened. 
 

Staff have contacted the developer and confirmed that this stage is 
now registered.  The developer has been asked to remove the fence 
that is currently sitting across Ahern Circuit as soon as possible. 
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7. Council Documents on Exhibition 

 
The following is a list of recent documents that have been placed on 
exhibition in the period since the last meeting. 
 

• Policy –Corporate Sponsorship – closing date 14 January 2015 

• Policy – Donations – Insurance for Environmental Groups – closing date 
14 January 2015 

• Policy - B-Double and 4.6 m high Vehicle Route Assessment – closing 
date 14 January 2015 

• 2014/15 Fees and Charges – Amendment for Inspection of Engineering 
works – closing date 14 January 2015. 

• Draft Development Servicing Plans for Water Supply Infrastructure/Draft 
Development Servicing Plans for Wastewater and Recycled Water Supply 
– closing date 15 January 2015 

• Cumbalum Precinct A – Draft DCP Amendment and Draft Contributions 
Plan – closing date 23 January 2015 

• Draft Plan of Management for Community Land – closing date 28 January 
2015. 

• Proposal to Lease Community Land – Alstonville Community Preschool, 
Alston Avenue, Alstonville – closing date 11 February 2015. 

• Policy - 4WD Beach Permit Seven Mile Beach, Lennox Head – closing 
date 11 February 2015 

• Policy – Community Halls Capital Works Assistance – closing date 4 
March 2015 

• Ballina Floodplain Risk Management Plan/ Ballina Shire DCP Chapter 2 
Floodplain Management / Floodplain Risk Management Plan and Draft 
DCP Factsheet - closing date 5 March 2015 

• Planning Proposal BSCPP14/010 – General Amendments (2) – closing 
date 13 March 2015 

• Draft Active Ageing Plan – closing date 13 March 2015 
 

8. Business Without Notice 

 
This item provides an opportunity for updates and / or questions to be tabled 
by the members. 
 

9. Next Meeting 

 
Monday 18 May 2015 
 
 
 


