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Ballina Shire Council Urban Vegetation on Public Land Policy

Q

» Prioritise the maintenance and protection of existing vegetation on public land

= Broaden the emphasis on urban tree management to include urban forestry

canopy cover provides

on the value of trees in the urban landscape

 Enhance Baiiina Shire's repuiation within the communiiy as a good steward and
manager of trees and significant vegetation.

reigardlng lhé removal of trees frorﬁipubllc land.

BACKGROUND

Ballina Shire has urban zeones covering an area of 2,975 Hectares. Land use is

edges It includes coastal and plateau topographies, varying residential densities,

pianted over a number of historic periods, creating a mosaic of piantings interwoven
with remnant locally indigenous trees.

Council's urban forest is made up of a diverse range of species and age aroups

These trees provide many social, economic and environmental benefits. They

pealility and soiten :\.{EET?CEPES P ‘\llu:—' wiigiire Hqun.w. wm quy a :lglml;nm ioie in
determining the urban chara r

absorb carbon dioxide.

While trees play an important role in the urban Iandscape‘ it is also recognised that

that are not reasonab\e in the urban emnrc:nment

Public authorities and property owners have certain obligations with respect to the
protection of trees, and responsibility for any damage or injury associated with the
presence, failure or growth of trees.

Tree management in the urban environment is about balancing the various risks
against the benefits that trees provide, to ensure the best community outcome.

Page 2 of 10 Policy No. U04

Ballina Shire Council

29/09/16

Ordinary Meeting Attachments

Page 40 of 84



12.2 Policy (Review) - Urban Vegetation on Public Land.DOC

Ballina Shire Council

Urban Vegetation on Public Land Policy

DEFINITIONS

AQF:

AFDOTIST

Risk:

vegetwaton.

Urban:

n

PE OF PO

This policy applies to

Acronym: Australian Qualifications Framework-a policy

with the potential to harm health, life or

possiblét:- its original and previous condition.

The likelihood of harm occurring as a result of exposure

wounding, poisoning By way herbicide or other
construction material leachate and or residues. and
inciudes compaction and or disiurbance to the roots.

Aii the pianis or e of &
This includes trees, shrubs, gro

s
o
=
=i

Town areas witl

BECENE

60Kkm/h or less.

« Council employees, contracted staff and volunteers;
» Residents, property owners and developers;

» Commercial businesses and properties:

+ Council owned businesses and or enterprises;

= Consultants and contractors;
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RELATED DOCUMENTATION
Related documents, policies and legislation:

+« Local Gavernment Act 1993

s Civil Liabilities Act 2002

s Trees (Tdisputes between neighbours) Act 2006

. ational Parks and Wildlife Act 1974

Rural Fires Amendment (Vegetation Clearing) Act 2014,

Aé 4970-2008: Protection of trees on dévelopment sites

Footpaths & Cycleways- Inspection, Evaluation & Maintenance Policy : No FO1

Record Management Plan May 2013

FOLICY

1. Tree Planting and Species Selection

Ballina Shire Council will proactively identify opportunities to increase canopy

establishing local landscape character because they are highly visible and help

SUFTTGCQS. street trees make a valuable contribution to controlling heat radiated

b

valuable habitat links amongst u;bénidevelopment.
The following policy principles apply to tree planting and species selection:
a. Tree Planting Program

Council will implement an annual street tree and reserve planting program
across streets and reserves. This will include seeking new tree planting
opportunities in appropriate locations to maximise canopy cover, age
diversity and deliver ongoing environmental, economic and social benefit.

b. Tree Selection Criteria

Council will plant the most appropriate tree species based on site suitability,
aesthetic, functional and biological attributes, performance and the potential

to contribute to the landscape character. Tree species are preferably to be
selected from the Ballina Shire Urban Garden Guide.
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c. Nursery Tree Stock Specification
Council will only use quality nursery stock according to the latest best
tree stock conforms to the NATSPEC guide “Specifying Trees — a guide to

d
protected.
Whilst there is a
Council
regularly promote the benefits ‘of trees to the corﬁmuniy‘, Council will
through the Tolldwmg community'prog rams.
+ Landcare / Goastcare on Council managed lands
L]
= Y +
+ Council’s restoration projects

f. Tree Provision to Residents
Council can provide free trees to residents of Ballina Shire under the
follewing programs. The trees will be propagated by Council and must be
listed in the Ballina Shire Urban Garden Guide. Program and residency
proof will be required. No plagues or other items/attachments can be placed
with these trees on pubiic iand. Residents wiii need to maintain the trees
until established and Council cannot accept any liability for maintenance,
ioss, damage or removai of ine iree.
New Home Nalive Garden Gift
Council can provide fifteen trees and/or shrubs to Ballina Shire residents for
landscaping private land. This is limited to within 12 months of when a new
house is constructed or renovations are complete
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New Baby Tree of Life Gift

Councn can prnwde one commemorative tree to E‘saHlna Shire resu:len‘ts who

2.

Iwab\e attractive and healthv Iccatlnn They require specialised care and

policy principles will apply to tree asset management

a. Tree Maintenance
Council will ensure that suitable tree management is applied across all street
inspections as resources allow. P«i\ tree works will be prieritised and ensure
written by individuals possessing the AQF Level V Diploma of Arboriculture,

b. Risk Management
Councii wiii proaciively and reaciively manage iree risk issues on a
prioritised basis. Suitable tree risk management will be limited by resources
as shown in Counciis annuai budget. Aii tree management information wiii
be stored as per Council's Record Management Plan May 2013

c. Tree Pruning
Council will undertake tree and vegetallun pruning tc:t |mpruve tree health,
footpaths and reserves, unles.s prior consent is issued. All tree pruning
waorks are to rnmnl\r with AS4373 Drl\nlnn of Amnmw Trees and will he
implemented as resources allow.
The following permissible and non-permissible reasons for tree and
vegetation pruning and removal apply:
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Permissible Reasons Non-Permissible Reasons

tact with adjoining

Branches in ecological or
A - -

e fe

Allow solar access ar for soiar pansi
ingtallation clearance

scaffolding

of pollen and sap droppings

ifz deter wildlife

Roat pl Whether the Council tree  of

Clearing  Entitlement  Area

cil approved locations properties

legisiaton and Council  endorsed
vegeiaiion management pians

Formativa nriminn

Tree removal is a last resort option with public safety always taking priority

in managing urban canapy cover for future generaiions.
Council will use its tree assessment procedures to ensure consistency in the

retention of significant trees is a priority. Tree removal and replacement

Councillors. These complaints can invelve concerns about a decision not to

about tree removal. W

of complaints are small relative to the number of operational decisions that
are made, the potential change ta the amenity of an area can he significant
and therefore be sensitive to some community members. In this situation,
Councillors are often asked to advocate on behalf of the community, and
with each case being different and determined on its merits, it is important
there is clear authority in respect of making a final decision and which
matiers shouid be referred to Councii.

ag co he number

remove a tree ae well ag comp

As most situations are pesi managed by foiiowing iree assessment
procedures, each case will be decided under delegated authority by the

T TR I W PR
\aeneral vianager.
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For tree removal cases, this delegation is subject to notification to the

tion is undertaken.

appropriate compensatory planting and site rehabil

major operational decisions or items known to be particularly sensitive within

ore consant may he

ons as provided by Council must be complied

» Root pruning where practicable and not likely to have an adverse impact
on trae haalth

s Tree removal (where no remediation of root encroachment issues is
possible).

Termite Management

Termites are classified as wildlife and Council will not act upon or be liable

Council will undertake the prioritised and staged removal and replacement of
trees and vegetation classified as noxious or environmental weed species as
resources allow. The impacts to canopy cover will be a key consideration in

this process.
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©

will be referred to and conducted by the service prowder

J. Tree Clearance Around Roadways, Bike Paths and Footpaths

=

maintenance techniques where appropriate.

. Emergency Situations

removal decisions in emergency situations.

Many bushlands exist within the urban environment and have forest edges

and most are of significant ecological value, The pl'OViSiQHS in this policy also

must comply ‘lO COUHCH approved Vegetat\on Management Plans and/or all

Tree Protection

ociai, economic and environmeniai benefits ihal 1
and vegetation wi

Councii recogni S

urban forest pm\ndas The pr
given \lgll =l iﬁluy in aii gect
W|H use tree assessment proc

g
@
) O
]
o
>
o
-
e
=
1]
@
o

that 1hreaten free hea\th and stability. All management of trees on
development sites must adhere to Australian Standard 4970-2009:
Protection of Trees on Develapment Sites to achieve consistency in tree
protection requirements. Appropriate tree protection measures must be

implemented.

Construction hoardings and scaffolding are to be built in such a way to
protect trees and trees are not to be pruned or removed.
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o

Overhead Power Lines and Utilities

Council may pursue measures to relocaie mfrastructure away from trees i

reduce root damage, and to increase new opportumt\es for tree planting.

Unauthorised Works / Vandalised Trees

ced araza

damaged tree or vegetation. The compensatory plantings will be of similar

should no damage occur. ﬁus \é tE: include éil %bréééeélﬂe Eésis
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