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Preparcd by Integral Trec Care for Balling Shire Council

Arborist report on Ficus macrophylia for Ballina Shire Council
7th of December 2015

Introduction:

Integral Tree Care was requested by Ballina Shire Council (BSC) to provide an Arberist report on a
Ficus macrophylla located in front of 7 and € Castle Drive, Lennox Head on council land. A site
visit and tree inspection was carried out on the 03/12/2015 by Consulting Arborist Mark Gistitin
over a period cf about 45 minutes. Tree roots in a stormwater pipe at 7 Castle Crive had prompted
this tree inspection. The weather was overcast and windy.

Methodology:

Visual Tree Assessment (VTA) was made from ground level which was used to cetermine vigeur,
condition and structural integrity. VTA observes such things as Pathogens/Rots, Mechanical
damage, Deadwood, Structural issues, Twig Dieback, Leaf size and colour. The inspection was
limited to non-invesive methods and all observations were made from the ground. Distances are &ll
approximations.

Observations:

Location — Located in front yard / nature strip aporoximately 11m from the building footprint of 7
Castle Dr and 12 metres from the building footprint of 9 Castle Dr.

Roots — Sound. There was minor mower damage to surface roots (no decay visible). Major surface
roots visible up 1o 7m from trunk (See Photo 3). Roots interfering with storm water pipe.

Trunk/s — Sound. Central main trunk has been lcpped previously, decay present. Large wound on
ather main trunk, sound reaction wood adjacent (See Photo 1).

Croewn/Branches — Sound. Wounds from previous pruning, sound development of wound woad
{See Photo 2). Minor deadwood 50=mm present.

Leaves — Sound. Leaf density through crown normal. Size and colour normal.

Dimensions
Height 20m
Canopy 30m
spread
DBH 5000 mm
Age range | Mature
Table 1.

Conclusions:

The reaction wood present at wounding and throughout this tree is indicative of a tree displaying
geod vigour and scund structure tygical for its species’. size and age range.

The value of this tree to community and environment should be considerad when making
management decisions as its size, species, age and habitat value are all significant.

Ficus species are known for their vigorous root growth so measures to prevent further
interferences with infrastructure should be made. Due to the proximity of the tree to the adjacent
properties, root pruning for installation of & root barrier would be within the Tree prctection zone
(TRZ). Ficus species are known to tolerate consicerable encroachments into the TPZ, although the
incursicn into the TPZ in this instance will be major and will require considerable compensatory
measures to be diligently executed to maintain a healthy tree.

Distances
Structural root zone (SRZ) | 6.51 m radius
Trze protection zone 15 m radius
(TPZ)
Table 2.
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Irepared by Integrel Tree Care for Ballina Shire Council

Recommendations:

Option a: Install Reot barrier *
- To be installed tc a depth of 1.8 m and with 50 mm exposure above ground level.
- All cut reots (and, indeed the cut face of all excavations) are to be treated with a
Trichoderma solution {antagonistic fungi) immediately after cutting.
- Root barrier backfilled with a Structured soil
- Services should be diverted eround Roct barrier where pcssible as incursions into the root
harrier may be an entry point for rcots
Supplementary watering
* Further consuliation will be required prior to implementation of Root barrier installation to
assess location of underground services, placement of Root barriar and quantify
supplementary watering and compensatory measures for the TPZ encroachment.

Option b: Remove tree and replace with native species with less invasive roots.

References:
Mattheck. C. & Breloar. H. (1994). The Body Language of Trees: A Handbook for Failure Analysis.
The Stationary Office, London

Lonsdale. D. {1998). Principies of Tree Hazard Assessment and Management. The Stationary
Office, Landon.

Standards Australia (2009). Australien standard — Protection of Trees on Development sites
AS 4970-2009. Standards Australia, Sydney.

Disclaimer:

[t must be acknowledged that trees are biodynamic organisms that constantly change throughout
their existence, increasing in size, complexity and sceological importance as they age. They can be
acversely affected by pests, extreme weather conditions or the activity of humans: Regular
inspactions should be undertaken in order to monitor trees health, and to make suitable
manegement proposals in order to ensure maintenance of a continuad healthy urban forest.

While | take all care in preparing this report, | can take no responsibility for the continuing vitality of
the trees that are assessed, or for any damage that they might cause in the future. | cannat be held
responsikle if damage occurs, or if tree health deteriorates as a result of a failure to implement the
recommended protective measures, or from poor management practices that might occur in the
future.
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Prepared by Integral Tree Ceare for Balline Shire Council

Photo 1 Photo 2

Photo 3

Project Arborist:
Mark Gistitin Dip. Arb
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carried out by Council's Insurer and make recommendatlons f

Background

At the November 2005 Council meeting, Council resolved the following:

That Council resolve to retain the Figtree Hill tree described in the report and that

provided to Council.

Attachment A Drowdes a copy of the previous Council report regarding the issues

a

H representative froam Councii's insurer, Statewide Norin Coasi, has inspecied the Fi

poses to persons and property. This Work will mvo!ve significant prunm_g works fo
remove damaged, decaved and structurally poor branches as outlined in the original

Tree Report. - o ‘

In addition to this major work, minor works will be carried out within the limitations of the
Australian Sfandard 4373-1996 Pruning of Amenity Trees to reduce the secfions of the

tree overhanging adjeining properties.

The initial remediation work should be carried out as soon as practical with the minor
pruning works and further pruning fo be carried out approximately six to twelve months
later to allow the tree to recover from the initial pruning works. The tree will then be
:uhmrr to rnn.u_fa_r 12 mnnrhlu' msnnr‘hnnq of its above m’nund parts and root .wnna.:m‘

Work has commenced on Council's “Tree Asset Database and Management Protacol”.
This work involves the assessment of all trees located in urban areas on public land
(streets and parks). The assessment details are recorded in a database and any
remedial actions that are required are also detailed and prioritised. The database then
sets the timing for future inspections. The Castle Drive Fig tree will be managed as part

of this Protocol.
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management of risk associated with the tree.

It must be acknow\edged however 'tha1 Ilmbs can fall from a tree at any tlme s0 the

és a risk management measure, as these funds would be better placed towards tree

RECOMMENDATION
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Removal of Fig Trees, Castle Drive Lennox Head

: by residents
s. These trees are located in a park and in

\;f their aesthetic and ecological value.

Tree 1 is located in Castle Drive, Lennox Head A!ldurrrrerd A shows the

5t

the photo was taken in 2003 and since then the tree has been _nrunea io the
property boundary.

taken,

o

nouses have been consirucied ciose o or u
ReE.ldems are now concerned about possrble damage to thalr propemas frr.\m

that may be caused by falling branches and concerned about the mess the

Discussion

Tree reports were prepared by quaiified personnei and a summary of these
reports is provided as Attachment C.

The Fig trees were determined to be of significance at the time of subdivision

the construction of houses has been permitted on adjoining properties with no
reaard far the an a welfare of the trees or for the |mnar-h the treas will

have on the residents who live close to or under the trees.

Residents living adjacent to the two trees have expressed to Council their
concern for their propeny and personal welfare and have requested the

foma ol ol bl e B feaoo

removai 1 1ne wo FIH tiees,

Two issues need to ba considered in making a determination on the retention

or removal of the trees.

Artachment A

Ballina Shire Council
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i) Of what significance are the trees to the whole community?

i) Can the perceived and rea rlsks assoclated wuh the trees be managed

report is belng presenlea to LOLJI’\Cll requesllng the removal of ihe trees and
adk

eaanad

ck from residents has been requested.

Caslle Drive Fig Tree

[

reported at this point in time.

The residenls are concerned that a person or child could be hurt or killed

free would I'BQUII'E regular pruning io ma
h it

Residents wouid alSD be free to inst

Fig Tree Hill Fig Tree

This tree has been pruned to remove the branches that over hang the

of roots entenng !he property. The area under this tree is not usect by

signage would be appropriate to advise of the risk of falling branches in windy

e e

Summary

The retention of significant Fig trees has not included an appropriate buffer
area between the tree and the construction of houses.

Residents have requesled the removal of the two trees to allay their fears for
their property and personal safety.

The trees are community assets and consultation with the community shouid
be allowed before any decision is made.

Ballina Shire Council
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Roth trees could be retained if management regimes and inspec_:tiuns were

MTUET TEEMISY 1Y

Fjui if

hreference prior t

o making such a decision, it is suggested

for consideration.

o)

That Council resolve to retain the trees, described in the above report anc{

system.
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Attachment A
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Attachment B
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Agtashmant O

several hundred years. However this tree has been SUD}EC‘ (] drswrnance

cover, read]ustlng of ground !evels with cutlmg and mlmg ihe l.aymg of

#ic around the

i
L]

The tree would be classified as mature and because of the recent disturbance

still significant enough to consider the retention of the tree.

Should the tree be retained it is recommended that removal of dead wood be

The tree has some faulls in the form of hollows and randéfn Itmb grow‘lh

Some limbs greater than 200mm at the cut have been lopped at the praperty
line and resulting shoot growth is evident at the exireme end of the cut [imb.

The tree exists to the immediate North of and in close proximity to another
similar sized Fig tree. The other tree has been pruned to clear the properly
boundary and is of minor concern to the resident.

Both trees have suffered root damage as a result of excavations that were
carried out for the construction of the house. Roots have been located under
paving and along the foundations of the house. There is very little access by
residents around and under the Fig trees so compaction of the seil and root
damage is minimal.

Monitoring or the condition of the tree and regular pruning to contain the size
of the tree will be required if the tree is to be retained.

Ballina Shire Council
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