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® e

Public Werks Adviscry

North Coast Region
120 Dalley Street
Lismore, NSW, 2480

8t Decemher, 2014
AWC Reference: 1-16784

D=ar Trina,

Water | Ecology | Management

RE: Tree Assessment, Alstonville Public School

FO Box 2605
Eyran Bay N5W 2481

As requested AWC have completed ar assessment on ¢ tree proposed to be 70 Buller Sireet

remaved at Alstonville Public School (58 Main St, Alstonville) in accerdance with Byran Bay N
p. 02| 6685 5466

Ballina Shire Council Developrmznt Control Flan [DCPI 2012 - Chagter 2a, f. (02] 6680 9406
i veonsult.comau

ull.com.au

Vegetation Management. Assessment under tnis DCP is reguired as the subject
lanc is zon2d R2 - Low Density Residential [Urban Zenel and the tree has a

height of & matres or greater,

The Site
The site is located at Alstenville Public School, within the township of Alstonville

[Figur= 1). The property is ownad hy the Departmant of Fducation

Purpose of Tree Removal

The preposed works is for the removal of one tree (Durobby| from within the
grounds cf Alstonville Publ c School. The tree requires remaoval as protruding
roots pose a risk to infrastructure including the driveway, kerb and gutter.

Additionally, the tree’s location restricts closure of the school gates.

The Subject Tree

The subject tree is a Durobby [Syzygium mccrei), estimated to be approx mately

20 years old. The species is listed as Vulnerable under the TSC Act and EFBC Act.

This species is not listed as a koala feed tree under SEPP 44. The tree appears to

be in good condition with no obvious dead or weak limbs. The DBH of the tree is @
?0cm with an approximate height of ~15m. The tr2= does not form part of any %‘F",,:

Australian Wellands Consulling Ply Lid | 1-16784 Australian Watlands Consulting Pty Ltd
Ta_treeassessmenl_dlstonville_publicschool 07122016 Fage 1 ABN 81 140 533 717
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existing vegetation or wildlife corridors and its removal will not impact on any

local fauna. While the tree is listed &s threatenec, it is not considered to provide

importznt habitat for any fauna and is not part of a wildlife corridor. Refer to

Table 1 for further details.

Table 1. Tree Profile

Property address

Alstorville Public School (58 Main 5t, Alstonville)

Number of trees to be removed

1

Species Durabby [Syzygium moorei)
Height ~15m
DBH S0cm

Tree Condition

Gooe condition.

Distance between tree and Dwelling

Tre treeis not within close preximity of a
cwelling/building: howsver, it is within 2m of road,
roots protruding through soil, posing nsk o kerk,

cutier and d-iveway.

Does tree prasent a risk to infrastructure?

Yes, the tree isin close proximity ta tae driveway &
kerb. Roots are beginning to immergs and pose a
risk to kerb, gutter nd driveway. Furthermore, the
tree is restricting closure of the school grounds

cate.

Does tree present risk to life?

Mo, the tree does not directly present a risk to life,
however if the tree is retzined, indirect imoacts

from roots may pose a risk |t-ip hezard).

Is the tree within a catchment which provides water

for urban purposes?

Mo

Is the tree part of a wildlife corrider ar provide

linkage to othar bushland?

Mo The tree is isolated and sitting within
landscapec rozdside trees. The tree does not have

any hol.ows.

Protecting bushland scenic values and unique visual

characteristics of the landscape?

Oftsetting

Ihe trez s consistent with the general character of
Alstorville which has streets containing
landscaped trees. It is recommended that the loss

cf the tree is compansated for viz offset plantings.

Itis recommended that the loss of the tree is compensated for via offset plantings at a ratio of 5:1.

This suggestion has been made based upon the following short from the Ezllina Shire DCP [2012). If

uffsets are rot able to be conducted on site, offsite offsets at a higher rativ may be adapted instead.

ty Led |1
e publicschool C7122016
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“Although Council applies a typical compensatory planting ratio of 3:1, there may be circumstances
where a higher rate of ccmpensatory planting is required. Such planting requirements will have
specific regard for the particular flora species and ecological communities involved as well as their
distribution, local significance and status under the Threatened Species Conservation Act 1995 and
the Commonwealth Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (Bailina Shire
DCP)."

7-Part Test
A 7-part lesl of sign ficance has been conducled fur the Durobby. See below.

al in the case of a threatened species, whether the action proposed is likely to have an
adverse effect on the life cycle of the species such that a viable local population of the
species is likely to be placed at risk of extinction

Table 2. Durobby

Durobby Vulnerable - TSC Act 1995

Habitat description/ life cycle | Found in subtropical and riverine rainforest at low altitude. Often occurs
components as isolated remnant paddock trees.

Threats *  Clearing and fragmentation of habitat.

«  Weed infeslation of rainforesl hztilals.

e Grazing and trampling of se2dlings and saplings by domestic stock,
particularly eround remnant paddock trees.

¢ |llegzl collection for norticulture.

*  Rick of lozal extincticn due to smzll population sizes.

Likelihood of local extinction The Durobby locatec at the site is planted and loczted in a roadside

position whicn is isolztad from native regrowth or remnant vegetation.

This tree i isolated, and conditions are not viable “or maintaining a local

population beyond the individual tree,

There is another record of this species on the outskirts of town along
Pearce's Creek Road [Figure 2]. As such the proposed remaoval of the
subject tree wil. not result in the removzl of the species from tha local
area. Eight cthe-records are also scatterec throughout the LGA.

As such, there is no likelinnod cf the propesal cantributing towards the
local extinction of the species within the Locality.

bl In the case of an endangered population, whether the action proposed is likely to have an
adverse effect on the life cycle of the species that constitutes the endangered population
such that a viable local population of the species is likely to be placed at risk of extinction

The subject tree is nat part of any endangered population and as such this sertinn is not applicahle.

cl in the case of an endangered ecological community or critically endangered ecological
community, whether the action proposed:

i. s likely to have an adverse effect on the extent of the ecological community such
that its local occurrence is likely to be placed at risk of extinction, or

ii.  is likely to substantially and adversely modify the composition of the ecological

Australian Wetlands Consulting Piy Ltd | 1-16784-1a_treeascessment_alstorville sublicschocl 07122016 Page 3
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communily such thal ils local vccurrence is Likely Lo be placed al risk of extinction.

The subjzct tree is not part of any endangered ecclogical communities end as such this section is not
applicable.

d] in relation ta the habitat af a threatened species, population or ecolagical community:

i. the extent to which hahitat is likely to be removed or modified as a result of the
action proposed, and

The proposed tree removal would be restricted to the removal of one threatened tres, however nc
further hakitat of significant importance to the subject species will be affected. The currert locaticr of
the tree is not within native vegetation and is not censidered significant habitat for the threatened
species. Furthermore, a single tree of this species in an urban location is nct considered vigble to
maintain a local population long term.

ii.  whether an area of habitat is likely to become fragmented or isolated from other
areas of habitat as a result of the proposed action, and

The propcsed works would result in the removal of ona traa [Syzygium mooreil. This will not fragment
ur isclate any habitat of value to the sub ect species or any other threatened species.

fii. the importance of the habitat to be removed, modified, fragmented or isolated to
the long-term survival of the species, population or ecological community in the
locality,

There is ore tree [Syzygium moorei] to bz removed. This tree is a planted roadside tree and does not
contain core habitat for any threatened species. The tree to be removed is a threatened species,
howevar the in-stu location is not considered good quelity nabitat for this species, and it is not
considered viable to maintain a lacel populat.on long tarm.

el whether the action proposed is likely to have an adverse effect on critical habitat leither
directly or indirectly),

The site ic not listed z< critical hakitat listed under the T5C Act 1995.

f] whether ihe action proposed is consisienl wilh the objectives or actions of a recavery plan
or threat abatement plan,

Mo approved recovery plans have been prepared for the icentified species.

There zre no approved TAPs that have ralevance to the subject spacies with regard to the precposed
action.

gl whether the action proposed constitutes oris part of a key threatening process or is likely
lo resull in the operation of, or increase Lhe impacl of, a key threatening process.

The current list of Key Threatening Proczsses (KTPs] are listad at Table S and discussed below. The

proposal tree remcval does not corstitute part of a key threatening process as it does not fall within a
stand of native vegetation.

Australian Wetlands Consulting Pty Ltd | 1-14784-1a_tresassessment_alstonville_publicschool 07122016 Pace 4
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Table 3. Key Threatening Processes

Threatened Species Conservation Act 1995 Applicable

Schedule 3  Key Threatening Processes to proposal
Aggressive exclusion of birds from woodland and forest habitat by sbundant o
Noisy Miners
Alreration of hahitat following subsidance due tno longwall mining No
Altaration to the natural flow regi of rivers, streams, floodplaine & wetlands. Mo
Bushrock Removal No
Clearing ol nalive vegelalion No
Competition and grazing by the feral European rabbit No
Competitinn and hamitat degradation by Ferzl Goats No
Competition from feral honeybees No
Death or injury te marire species follow ng capture in shark control programs on ocean o
beaches
Ecological conseguences of high freguency fires No
I-nlr-__mg ement 17, or ingestion ol anthropagenic debris in manne and estuarine \o
environments
Forest eucalypt dieback azsociatec with over-abundant peyllids ard Bell Miners Mo
Herkivory and environmental cegradaticn ceused by feral deer No
Human-caused Climate Change No
Importation of red imparted fire ants intn NSW No
Infec_ticn by Psittacine circoviral [beak and feather) disease affecting endangered psittacine o
species
Infectian of f-ogs by amphibian chytrid causing the disease chytridiomyccsis No
Infection of rative plants by Phytophthora cinnamomi No
Introductian and estzblishment of =xotic Rust Fungi of the order Puccimiales pathogznic on \o
plants of the family Myrtaceae
Intreduction of the large earth bumblebee Mo
Invasion and estaklishment of exolic vines and scramblers No
Invasion and estaklishment of Scotch Broom No
Invasion and estaklishment of the Cane 1oad No
Invasion of native plant commurities by Africzn Olive No
Invasion of native plant communrities by bitou bush & benesced Mo
Iivasion of nalive plant communities by exolic perennial gr asses Nu
Invasion of the yellow crazy ant into NSW No
Invasion, establishment ard spread of Lantana No
Loss anc degradation of native plant and animzl habitat by invasion of escaped garden plants, Yo
including aquatic plants
Loss anc/or degradation of sites used for hill-topping by butterflies No
Loss of hollow-bearing trees No
Predation and byhridisation hy Feral Dogs No
Predation by feral cats No
Predation by the European Red Fox No
Predation by the Flague Minnow No
Predation by the Ship Rat on Lord Howe Island No
Predation, habitat degradzation, competition and disease transmission by Feral Pigs No
Removal of dead wood and dead trees No

Conclusion: The proposed works will result in the removal of one threatened tree. However no further
vegetztion and no habitat is proposed to be removed. The tree is isolatad, and conditions are not viable
for maintaining a local population beyond thzs individual tree. The proposed works would not result in
any significant impact on the subject threatened flora spacies; nor EEC and therefore a Species Impact

Statemant (SIS) is not required.

Australian Wetlands Consulting Py Ltd | 1-16784-1a_treeassessment_alstorville oublcschocl 07122016
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Figure 1. Location of tree to be removed
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& Tree Location

Australian Wetlands Consulting Pty Ltd | 1-16784-1a_treeassessment_alstonville_publicschool 07122016 Page 6
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8.3

Figure 2. Location of other Durobby record in locality

| s

Vron

Map Legend
Species Sightings
Eonne Coon
¥4 4 Durobby (Syzygium moorei) )
¥4 " Admin Layer £
) = ADGH Swy
v LGA A = E
I/ *%Base Map = Soah e S gy &
[® Base Map Bl =
Alstonvitie Poboe Staton :
G StJoseph SRnmanSohool = Lo
ma % J..,;‘_Iw_ DJAlston viliz Leisite And Entertain
Cany &}
#Cloas s, Bisid0 wie Fu bhc Schoo
@ Oulh Shm s E:
(73

Alston vile High Schoo
m o Maranea Vilage
@ 8o Waranoa Centre<Alstonvilie

D

%

-z
)
g,

=SS oy
b 35
S Fiandg Stregr Tm
St

Ordinary Meeting Attachments
Page 188 of 273

Ballina Shire Council
25/01/17



8.3 DA 2016/598 - Tree Removal - Alstonville Public School.DOC

Conclusion and Recommendation

I'he subjact tree, a mature Durobby [Syzygium moorei is in apparent goce condition, however it poses
a rick toinfrastructure includ ng road, kerh 2nd closure of schoal gates. The tree does net form part
of a wildlife corridor, nor sit within a sersitive catchment, it does however contribute to the visual
amerity of the locality and is listed as Vulnerable under the TSC Act & EPBC Act. It is recommended
that the tree could e removed for safety reasons and comoensated for via of'set plantings [onsite ar

offsital.

Yours sincerely,

Yo
A el
Hannah Reid

Ecolagist

stralian Wellands Consulling Py Lud 1-14784 -1a_lreeassessmenl_alslunville_publicschool 07122016 Pave &
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