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1. Attendance and Apologies 
 

2. Welcome to New Member 
 
The Committee welcomed the Alstonville Asphalt Watch Group as a new 
member organisation of the C Ward Committee. 
 

3. Declarations of Interest 
 

4. Deputations 
 

5. Confirmation of Minutes 10 November 2016 
 

A copy of the minutes of the previous meeting held 10 November 2016 was 
distributed. 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
That the minutes of the previous meeting held on 10 November 2016 be 
accepted as a true and correct record. 
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6. Business Arising from Minutes –10 November 2017 
 
(a) Bulwinkel Park 
 
Outstanding by Cheyne - Bulwinkel Landcare in conjunction with the Lions 
Club were looking at moving the playground within the park.  Malcolm 
Johnson indicated that Ballina Environment Society and the Lions Club would 
continue to work with the Council and would like to meet with Council staff to 
discuss the preparation of a Masterplan for the park. 
 
The Groups have a preliminary plan to be used as a discussion point. 
 
The Committee asked that Council’s Open Spaces staff contact the groups 
through Mr Johnson to arrange a suitable time to meet. 
 
A sketch plan and notes were tendered at the meeting for referral to staff.  A 
copy is attached. 
 
(b) Portable Goal Posts - need to be securely fixed to the ground 
 
Outstanding by Cheyne - Malcolm Johnson submitted a concern that soccer 
clubs across the Shire need to be advised to securely fix and ground portable 
goal posts when in use. 
 
At a recent day at the end of the season at Lennox Head a portable goal was 
blown over in the wind and it was good fortune that no one was injured. 
 
(c) Emergency Services Levy 

 
At the last meeting an enquiry was made about the transfer of the Emergency 
Services Levy from insurances to being charged through rate notices.  Is the 
charge to be a percentage of the land values or rates or will it be a fixed 
charge? 

 
The following is an excerpt from the ESPL manual: 
 
"Like council rates, the ESPL will apply to individual units in strata and 
company title properties according to their unit entitlements and include: 

• A fixed component – a single amount per property, regardless of land 
value; and 

• An ad valorem component – a variable amount per property, 
calculated by multiplying the ad valorem rate by the unimproved land 
value." 

 

7. Council Documents on Exhibition 
 
The following is a list of recent documents that have been placed on 
exhibition in the period since the last meeting. 
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• Ballina Shire Development Control Plan 2012 Amendment, closing 
date 3 February 2017 
 

Council has prepared a draft amendment to the Ballina Shire Development 
Control Plan 2012 (the DCP).  

The draft amendment proposes various changes to the DCP including the 
following: 

• Inclusion of a new clause 3.22 Road Noise Mitigation contained within 
Chapter 2 – General and Environmental Considerations 

• Adjustments in Part 5 of Chapter 3 – Urban Subdivision to ensure 
consistency with new draft clause 3.22 Road Noise Mitigation 

• Inclusion of an equivalent zone provision in Chapter 1 – Administration to 
address the interpretation of deferred matters under Ballina LEP 2012 

• Amendment of public notification provisions contained within Chapter 1 – 
Administration with regard to the notification requirements for group home 
proposals 

• Adjustments within Chapter 2 – General and Environmental 
Considerations to improve the operation of public art and car access and 
manoeuvring provisions. 
Further information regarding the draft DCP amendments may be 
obtained by downloading the documents below. Proposed amendments to 
development controls are highlighted in yellow. 

• Special Rate Variation, closing date 6 February 2017 
 

Council is consulting with the community to determine whether to apply to the 
State Government for a permanent increase in general rate income, above 
the standard rate pegging limit. 
 
The income raised from this rate increase will fund two programs, an asset 
renewal program and a healthy waterways program. The additional income 
generated for the asset renewal program will ensure Council is financially 
sustainable as well as ensuring existing infrastructure is renewed in a timely 
manner. The healthy waterways program will address concerns in respect to 
the health of the Richmond River and other key water bodies such as Lake 
Ainsworth, Shaws Bay and our coastline. 
 
The increase Council is seeking is 4.9% for 2017/18, 5.9% for 2018/19 and 
5.9% for 2019/20. 

 
• Review of Community Strategic Plan - Survey, closing date 30 

January 2017 
 

The newly elected Council is reviewing the 10-year Community Strategic Plan 
(CSP). 

The CSP provides a broad overview of where we wish to head as a 
community, along with identifying the items that are important to us. 
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• Killen Falls and Tosha Falls – Plans of Management, closing date 6 
February 2017 

Council is preparing draft plans of management for Killen Falls north of Tintenbar 
and Tosha Falls at Alstonville and is seeking feedback from the local community, 
user groups and visitors. 
 
“Ballina Shire is home to many beautiful natural areas which are valued by locals 
and visitors. In recent times Killen Falls has become a popular place to visit, so 
we need to consider the increased visitation as well as protect this natural 
attraction” said Mayor David Wright. 
 
“Through the online survey Council hopes to obtain constructive feedback on 
what the community perceives to be the characteristics, positives and negatives 
of both locations. The outcomes of the survey will inform the draft plans of 
management, so I strongly encourage the community to provide feedback” said 
Mayor Wright. 
 
There will be further community consultation once the draft plans of management 
have been prepared. 
 
• Ballina Shire Economic Development Strategy - Opportunity - 

Innovation – Activation, workshops held 27 Feb – 3 March 2017 
 
Council is commencing the preparation of an Economic Opportunity, 
Innovation and Activation Strategy.  The purpose of the strategy will be to: 

• identify the existing building blocks and strengths of Ballina Shire’s 
economy 

• provide a strategic planning context for advancing the economic 
development of Ballina Shire 

• identify actions that Council can take to encourage and promote 
opportunities for economic development in Ballina Shire 

• identify opportunities to attract businesses that build on and/or 
complement Ballina Shire’s strengths, lifestyle and environment 

• articulate Council’s existing economic development programs within a 
broader context 

• encourage entrepreneurial and innovative business activity within Ballina 
Shire. 
 

The development of the strategy will be based on consultation with local 
businesses and key industry groups initially through a series of workshops 
and an online survey.  Once drafted, it is anticipated that the strategy will be 
placed on public exhibition for broader public consideration. 

Council has prepared a discussion paper to provide information relevant to 
the development of the strategy and to encourage discussion to support the 
project. 

Council has set up an online survey as a way for stakeholders and the 
community to provide input into the project. 
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• Ocean Breeze Reserve - Master Plan and Community Survey, closing 
date Monday 20 March 2017 

Ballina Shire Council is preparing a Master Plan for the Ocean Breeze 
Reserve in Lennox Head. This reserve is on public land owned by Council. 
This project is known as the Ocean Breeze Reserve Master Plan and the 
purpose of the Master Plan is to guide future use of the site. 

Council is now seeking community feedback via an online community 
survey.  This survey will assist Council in understanding the community’s 
aspirations for this reserve. 

 

8. Items raised by members of the Committee 
 

9. General Business 
 

10. Next Meeting  
 
Thursday 11 May 2017 at 5.00 pm 
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