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Attendance 
 
Members 
 
Cr David Wright, Mayor, Ballina Shire Council 
Cr Keith Williams, Ballina Shire Council 
Cr Sharon Cadwallader, Ballina Shire Council 
Cr Eoin Johnston, Ballina Shire Council 
James Foster, Community Representative  
Michael Cocks, Community Representative 
Ian Hush, Community Representative 
Darren Watson, RMS, Maritime 
Phil Hilliard, Ballina Fishermen's Co-operative 
Martin Corkery, Ballina Chamber of Commerce 
Amanda Edmonds, Ballina Chamber of Commerce 
 
Observers 
 
Paul Hickey, General Manager, Ballina Shire Council 
Kerri Watts, Manager Public and Environmental Health, Ballina Shire Council 

1. Welcome to New Members 

The Taskforce welcomed new members John Larsson, Ozfish (recreational fisher 
representative) and Ian Hush (community representative) as well as Martin Corkery 
and Amanda Edmonds as the Ballina Chamber of Commerce representatives. 

2. Apologies 

John Larsson, Ozfish, recreational fisher representative 
Brendan Logan, NSW Crown Lands 
 

3. Declarations of Interest 

James Foster – has been engaged by Council in respect to the Emigrant Creek 
Study. 

4. Minutes from Port Ballina Taskforce Meeting held 25 October 2016 

That the Taskforce confirms the Minutes of the Meeting held on 25 October 2016. 

5. General Business 

(a) NSW Boating Now Program  
 
General discussion regarding the program of works. James Foster provided an 
overview of the community engagement proposed for the Emigrant Creek related 
study. 
 
(b) Ballina Marina - Master Plan 
 
Positive feedback in respect to the meeting co-ordinated by Council for people who 
made submissions to the draft Master Plan. 
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(c) Tuckean Program  
 
Comprehensive update provided by Ian Hush on behalf of OzFish. 
 
(d) Healthy Waterways Program 
 
Kerri Watts provided an overview of the various actions being taken in respect to this 
program, as well as an update on the Shaws Bay works planned by Council. 
 
(e) Ballina Bar - Dredging 
 
Copy of email from Brendan Logan distributed for information. Refer to the 
attachment to these minutes. Concerns expressed regarding how the depth issue is 
being managed by the State Government. 
 
(f) North Creek - Dredging 
 
Paul Hickey provided a brief history of this project. Consultants currently engaged to 
examine sediment sampling and economic viability of project. 
 
 (g) Martin Street Boat Harbour – Master Plan 
 
Information noted. 

6. Business Without Notice 

Ian Hush – sought clarification from Rous County Council in respect to maintenance 
of tidal gates.  
 
Kyme Lavelle subsequently advised as follows: 
 
Michael Mc Kenzie did meet with Ozfish some months ago and advised that we are 
reviewing five Floodgate Management Plans for each Local Government area this 
financial year as part of our IP&R plan. 
 
Darren Watson – advised that Emigrant Creek would be blocked for navigable 
purposes in the proximity of Duck Creek from 10 September for approximately 10 
weeks due to demolition and removal of bridges related to the Pacific Highway 
upgrade.  
 

7. Next Meeting 

To be advised  
 
Meeting closure: 4.10pm 
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Attachment to Item (e) - Ballina Bar – Dredging 
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