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1. Attendance and Apologies 

 

2. Guests 

Cheyne Willebrands – Manager Open Spaces 

3. Declarations of Interest 

 

4. Confirmation of Minutes 

 
A copy of the Minutes of the “B” Ward Committee held on 21 September 2020 
are included in Attachment 1. 
 

5. Outstanding Business 

 
(a) Climate Change Emergency 
 
Action: Claudia Caliari (on behalf of Ballina Environment Society) enquired 
how Council are investing towards climate change.   
 
Staff Comment 
 
Council provided a formal reponse letter to Claudia Caliari dated 8 October 
2020. 
 
(b) EPIQ Sporting Club Construction Status 
 
Action: Darel Vidler enquired about the status for the tenders for the 
construction of the sporting club. 
 
Staff Comment 
 
Council has contacted the developer for an update.  Council have not been 
provided with a commencement date, but have been advised the construction 
is anticipated to be completed by April 2021. 
 
(c) Lake Ainsworth Planting 
 
Action: Shaun Eastment enquired about landscaping to be undertaken Lake 
Ainsworth.  Landcare are currently propagating plants and has concerns that 
local plants won’t be used.  Shaun asked to be involved in the planting decision 
and discuss the matter further with Cheyne. 

 
Staff Comment 
 
Meeting held on-site with Council staff and Ms Eastment on 28 September 
2020. 
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6. Business with Notice from Members 

 
(a) Vandalism at Lake Ainsworth 
 
Crs Wright and Cadwallader have requested that vandalism at the northern end 
of Lake Ainsworth be discussed. 
 
Staff Comment 
 
Cheyne Willebrands, Manager Open Spaces will be attending the meeting to 
discuss the matter. 
 
(b) Unauthorised Camping 
 
Cathy Byrne raised concerns about the increase in unauthorised camping 
(including homeless and backpackers) between Black Head, Flat Rock, Shelly 
and Angels Beach. 
 

 Would Council consider revisiting a free camping site at Bicentennial Park 
or another site? 

 What are the enforcement regimes? 

 Requested additional signage in these areas. 
 
Staff Comment 
 
Council is aware of the increased numbers in unauthorised car and tent 
camping in our shire.  Whilst Council has regulatory signage in a number of 
locations, Council Rangers also monitor and undertake compliance at various 
sites on a regular basis. 
 
Bicentennial Park has historically been a rest area, not a free camping area 
therefore overnight rest stops have been permitted when Tamarind Drive was 
the highway.  Future management of this area will be guided by the preparation 
of a Master Plan.  This process will commence in 2021/22, and is in Council’s 
Delivery Program. 
 
(c) Coastal Signage 

 
Cathy Byrne has requested and update on the progress of Coastcare signage.  

 
Cathy also provided an example of signage from Coffs Harbour Shire: 
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Staff Comment 
 
Council is awaiting confirmation from JALI for the correct Bundjalung wording 
on the signage.  Council is working towards preparing the signage. 
 
With regards to the “Walker signage”, Council has undertaken track 
modification and fencing to discourage bike access and assist walkers in lieu 
of further signage. 

 
(d) Plant Identification Training 
 
Cathy Byrne has requested plant identification training and strategies for weed 
management of specific species for Coastcare members, particularly for new 
members.  Requested Council consider assisting by enabling Council nursery 
staff meet with Coastcare members regularly at different sites for an hour for a 
sustained period of several months in 2021. 
 
Staff Comment 
 
Cheyne Willebrands, Manager Open Spaces is preparing a response to be 
discussed at the meeting. 
 
(e) Green Waste Service for Businesses in Lennox Head 

 
Brad Pollard raised concerns as a cafe business in Lennox recently described 
an experience they had with regards to councils green waste service. The 
business arranged for 2 green waste bins as they wanted to divert food waste 
away from landfill and enjoy a reliable scheduled pickup service.  At a cost of 
approximately $400 per bin, this is unaffordable for most other cafes therefore 
food waste is being thrown into general waste and ending up in landfill.  
Additionally, the bins have regularly not been picked up because they were too 
heavy. 
 
Brad would like to know if anything can be done to reduce the cost to 
businesses that wish to do the right thing environmentally and why is a weight 
restriction being applied to the service?  A further hurdle for businesses to make 
when they just want to do the right thing environmentally. 
 
Action: Referred to Civil Services. 
 
(f) Roundabout Landscaping/Maintenance 

 
Brad Pollard requested Council maintain the landscaping on the roundabout on 
Byron Bay Road/North Creek Road as it is currently looking tired and covered 
with dirt.  As this roundabout is one of two entrances to the village and town 
centre Brad has requested the roundabout is maintained on a regular basis. 
 
Staff Comment 
 
Cheyne Willebrands, Manager Open Spaces is preparing a response to be 
discussed at the meeting. 
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(g) Concrete Barriers and Wire Fencing – Ballina Street, Lennox Head 
 

Brad Pollard raised the unattractive appearance of the concrete barriers topped 
with wire fencing that were installed along Ballina Street, Lennox Head 
(between Byron Bay Road/North Creek Road roundabout and Allens Parade), 
possibly to retain the soil, rock and vegetation behind it.  To improve the 
entrance to town Brad requested Council extend and continue the existing 
black rock wall retainer to the roundabout.  This is a beautiful strip and entrance 
to town. 
 
Action: Referred to Civil Services. 

 
(h) Declaration of Climate Change Emergency / Investment Policy 
 
Claudia Caliarli from the Ballina Environment Society submitted further 
enquiries relating to climate change and Council’s Investment Policy.  A copy 
of Claudia’s detailed request for information is included in Attachment 2. 

 
Staff Comment 
 
Council’s Manager, Financial Services provided the following information in 
response to the various matters raised: 
 
It is agreed that the ability to place an investment with a non-fossil fuel aligned 
institution with a return of within 0.05% of the highest available return has had 
little bearing on the resulting investment holdings. 
 
Council staff are required to comply with the parameters set out in the adopted 
Investment Policy. 
 
Council’s investments comply with the adopted Investment Policy. That is, 
“Where possible (and subject to obtaining a comparable return and compliance 
with other investment policy parameters), the investing officer will place the 
investment with an institution which has been classified as non-fossil fuel 
aligned” and “In placing the investment the investing officer will take every 
reasonable effort to maximise the percentage of the total portfolio held with 
non-fossil fuel aligned institutions”. 
 
The Investment Policy parameters must be complied with and the monthly 
Investments Report to Council makes a statement of compliance. 
 
The Investment Policy parameters have precedence over the Climate Change 
Emergency. 

 
A change in practice would require a change in the Investment Policy 
parameters.  This Policy is reviewed annually and is due for renewal in 
February 2021.  Management propose that comment in relation to the level of 
holdings of the non-fossil fuel aligned investments be noted in the report for 
consideration by Council. 
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7. Business without Notice 

 

8. Council Documents on Exhibition 

 
The following is a list of documents currently on public exhibition.  The 
documents can be found on our website at the following link:  
https://ballina.nsw.gov.au/documents-on-exhibition--179 
 
Policies Reviewed 
 

 Policy (Review) – Developer Contributions Incentive – Outdoor Spaces 

 Policy (Review) – 4WD Beach Access – Seven Mile Beach (4WD Beach 
Permit) – Attachment 1 

 Policy (Review) – 4WD Beach Access – Seven Mile Beach (4WD Beach 
Permit) – Attachment 2 

 Policy (Review) – Community Property Leasing and Licensing 
 
The above policies have been reviewed as part of Council’s normal program of 
reviewing policies. 
 
Other Items 

 

 Annual Financial Statement – June 30 2020 – closing date  16 
November 2020 
 

The Annual Financial Statements to 30 June 2020 together with the draft 
Auditor’s Report were presented for consideration for the 22 October 2020 
Ordinary Council Meeting. 

 
The Council meeting to be held 26 November 2020 will include the formal 
presentation of the Audited Financial Statements and Auditor’s Report. 
 

 Developer Contributor Incentive Policy (Review) – closing date 18 
November 2020 

 
The policy was developed to establish a framework for Council to assist the 
development and expansion of certain investment activities through the waiver 
of developer contributions and to set out the eligibility and terms for incentives 
under the policy.  The policy is to be amended to include an incentive to 
encourage the activation of commercial private open space that is accessible 
to the public. 
 

 

 Ballina Shire Development Control Plan 2012 – Amendment No. 13A 
 
Council adopted Amendment No. 13A to the Ballina Shire Development 
Control Plan 2012 (the DCP) at its Ordinary Meeting held on 24 September 
2020. Amendment No. 13A to the DCP will take effect from 12 October 
2020. 
 

https://ballina.nsw.gov.au/documents-on-exhibition--179
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 Amendment No. 13A involves various changes to the DCP including the 
following: 

 Adjustments within Chapter 2 – General and Environmental 
Considerations relating to sewage management, including details 
specific to the Fig Tree Hill Estate in Lennox Head. 

 Adjustments within Chapter 2 – General and Environmental 
Considerations relating to Public Art requirements. 

 Inclusion of provisions within Parts 3.1 and 3.2 of Chapter 3 – Urban 
Subdivision to clarify Council’s policy position regarding provision of 
Asset Protection Zones. 

 Adjustments to controls within Chapter 4 – Residential & Tourist 
Development relating to secondary dwellings. 

 Inclusion of a provision within Chapter 4 – Residential & Tourist 
Development to address bulk and scale issues associated with the 
construction of sheds in residential areas. 

 Adjustments within Chapter 4 – Residential & Tourist Development to 
clarify controls relating to solar access. 

 Adjustments within Chapter 6a – Commercial Development Ballina 
Town Centre to incorporate activation requirements and to clarify 
accessible car parking provisions. 
 

This advice is provided in accordance with Clause 21 of the Environmental 
Planning and Assessment Regulation 2000. 
 

9. Next Meeting 

 
Monday 15 March 2021 - 4.30 pm 
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Attachment 1
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