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Ballina Zhire Councl Fire Aszat Profection Zones - Private Use of Public Land

CBJECTIVE

This polcy aims o regulate use of public land in Council's care and control for private use as
a fire asset protection 2one (APS)

BACKGROUND

The NSV Rural Fire Service has identified land that is classified as bushfire prone land. This
[2nd reguires a bushfire safety authority parmit for devalopmeant purpases, An ARPS s usualby
specified for these developments and in such cases a cleared area of a specified sized s
requirad to be naintained around the development.

Council owned and controlled public land may adjoin private land which is bushfire prong
lznd. Therefore Council may receive requests to include Council land in the APZ.

There are risks assaciated with alowing adjacent Council public l2nd o be insorporated into
private-use APZs, For example, Council may become liable if the developer or fulure owners
da not adequataly maintain the AP Altarmatively the community carries the finandcial burden
of maintaining an APZ for an individual property.

DEFINITIONS

Asset Protection Zone Development on bush fire prone land will nermally reguire the
irmplemeantation of a set back distance which is referred to as an
assat protection rone. An asset protection 2one (APZ) s also
known as a fire protection zone and aims o protect human life,
property and highly valued assets It is a buffer 2one beteieen a
bush fire hazard and buildings, which 1= managed progressively
te minimisa fusl loads and reduce the potzntial radiant heat
levels, flame contact, ember and smoke attackx on Ife and
property

The wadth of the APZ will vary with slope, vegetalion, Fire
Canger Indax (FDOI and construction leval. Flanning far Bush
Fire Protection 2006 sets out the site assessment methodology
that should be used to determineg the apolicable width of the
APL.

An APL can consist of an area maintained to minimal fuel loads
and can comprise of a combination of perimeter roads
(subdivision). firg trails and managed lands so that a fire path is
not created between the hazard and the building.

Bushfire Prone Land A bush fire prone land is an area of land that can support a bush
fire or is likely to be subject to bush fire attack. Bush fire prone
areas are identified on a bush fire prone lands map which have
been prepared for most councils acress NSW. The map
identifies bush fire hazards and associated buffer 2ones within 2
local government area.
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Ballna Shire Council Fire &zset Protechon Zones - Private Us= of Public Land

Bush fire prone land maps are prepared by local councils across
the State of NEW and are certified by the Commissioner of the
MNSW Rurz| Fire Sarvice (RFS3). New development on arsas
identified as bush firg prone are subject to the development and
planning cortrals of ‘Planning for Bush Fire Protection 2008' and
must be designed to imorove the survivabilily of the
development and the sccupants that are exposed to a bush fire
hazard.

SCOPE OF POLICY

This policy applies to community members.

RELATED DOCUMENTATION

+« Environmental Plnning and Assesament Act 1979
« FRural Fires Act 1997

+ EEFF Infrastructurs 2007

+ Planning for Bush Fire Protection 2006

POLICY

Council will not receive or consider applications which reguire the use of public land for
private-use APZs.

APZs required for private developments are to be located entiraly within the boundary of
private land.

REVIEW

This policy is to be reviewed every four years.
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