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7. Mayoral Minute 

7.2 Mayoral Minute - Draft Ballina Local Environmental Plan 

 
Councillor David Wright 

      
 

Following six years of preparation, including extensive community 
engagement, Council endorsed the draft Ballina Local Environmental Plan 
2011 (draft LEP) as its principal local planning instrument for finalisation in 
December 2011.  The draft LEP was prepared at the direction of the NSW 
Government and is based on the NSW Government's Standard LEP 
Instrument. 
 
The draft plan was submitted to the Department of Planning & Infrastructure 
(DP&I) for review in February 2012 and Council has been working 
cooperatively with the Department in relation to the finalisation of the 
instrument for implementation. 
 
The Minister for Planning and Infrastructure, the Hon. Brad Hazzard, issued a 
media release on 20 September 2012 (Attachment 1) indicating that the E2 
Environmental Conservation and E3 Environmental Management zones 
applied within Council's endorsed draft LEP will not be applied in finalising the 
plan.  The approach announced by the Minister will result in a substantial 
change to the draft plan.  Council was not consulted with, or advised by the 
Minister, the local State Member, the Hon. Don Page, or the DP&I in relation 
to this decision.   
 
It is of significant concern that the Minister for Planning and Infrastructure, the 
Member for Ballina and the DP&I are not able to provide any guidance to 
Council at this time in relation to the Minister's decision.  Indeed, the North 
Coast office of the Department appears to have been unaware that the 
Minister's announcement would be made in advance.  Based on information 
from the DP&I and comments attributable to the Member for Ballina in local 
media, it is emerging that there is considerable uncertainty about the 
consequences of the Minister's announcement. 
 
To ensure that the Minister and the DP&I have the opportunity to fully 
appreciate Council's key concerns with the decision, it is suggested that a 
submission be made to the Minister for Planning and Infrastructure.  The 
attached draft submission to the Minister seeks to highlight Council's concerns 
including the lack of consultation, the lack of knowledge of Council's extensive 
LEP renewal program and associated plan making process and the 
consequences that are evident when the detail of the draft LEP is fully 
considered and understood (Attachment 2).  The submission also seeks a 
prompt review of the decision with a view to reversing it. 
 
It is suggested that Council engage the Minister for Planning and 
Infrastructure via the attached submission (Attachment 2) to communicate its 
deep disappointment with both the outcomes and process associated with the 
decision to remove environmental protection zones from the draft LEP. 
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It is also proposed to pursue a collective response from the NOROC region, 
as this decision affects Tweed Shire Council, Byron Shire Council, Lismore 
City Council and Kyogle Council.   
 
 

RECOMMENDATION 

That Council forward a submission, as per Attachment Two, to the Minister for 
Planning and Infrastructure advising of its deep disappointment in the 
outcome and process associated with the decision to remove the 
environmental protection zones from the draft Ballina Local Environmental 
Plan and to seek an immediate review of this decision. 

 

Attachment(s) 

1. Media Release - Minister for Planning and Infrastructure - Removal of E 
Zones 

2. Submission to Minister for Planning and Infrastructure - E Zones in 
Ballina Local Environmental Plan  
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