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159 Broken Head Road 
Newrybar NSW 2479 

 

Cr Phillip Silver (Mayor) 

Ballina Shire Council 

Cnr Tamar and Cherry Sts 

Ballina NSW 2478 

 

Tuesday, 31 July 2012 

RE: DA 2012/69 - Erection of Rural Workers Dwelling at PLT 1 DP 600819, No. 161 Broken 

Head Road, Newrybar. 

Dear Cr Silver, 

We are writing to express our concern to a pending decision to the above D.A. and would 

like to ask that the D.A. be called to the next council meeting for determination. 

 

The applicant is proposing that a rural workers dwelling be built on a narrow strip of land 

(approximately 35 metres wide) sandwiched between neighbouring properties. Within this 

narrow access strip there currently exists a 2 storey dwelling, pool, gazebo, family day-care 

centre, banana packing/machinery shed and driveway. By adding another dwelling of 135 

m2 the said strip of land will be totally over-burdened. We feel that our neighbours have not 

considered the issues of privacy, noise and visual appeal between our adjoining properties.  

 

We own and reside in the property to the southern side of the proposed rural workers 

dwelling. We bought within the small hamlet of Newrybar for the rural lifestyle. We feel that 

the proposed rural workers dwelling will be a massive intrusion on the privacy and amenity 

of our family home and request that the D.A. not be granted for the following reasons: 

 

1. It does not comply with the Department of Primary Industries guidelines for rural 

workers dwellings, quoted below. 

 

“In coastal regions and within 200 km of major population centres, additional 
rural workers dwellings are unlikely to be necessary. Relevant factors include:  
• improved communications  
• the accessibility of nearby residential zones and surplus dwellings on other 
properties  
• smaller scale enterprises that do not need additional full-time or resident 
farm labour  
• mobile farm workers are able to work on more than one property.” 

 
The neighbouring farm is at an owner-operator scale and of a character that does 

not necessitate labour inputs on a full time basis. We dispute that the applicant 

farms intensively as only 1-2 workers regularly assist the owner at any time.  

We can also demonstrate that there is sufficient alternate accommodation available 
for workers in the surrounding vicinity through a recent search of realestate.com.au. 
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This website alone revealed that there are 2 properties currently for rent in 
Newrybar, 1 in Knockrow, 2 in Broken Head, 1 in Nashua, 2 in Fernleigh, 1 in St 
Helena, 2 in Possum Creek, 12 in Bangalow, 14 in Suffolk Park, 31 in Byron Bay, 1 in 

Tyagarah, 1 in Ewingsdale, 2 in Myocum, 20 in Lennox Head and 63 in Ballina, all 
within a 20 minute drive of the subject site. 

 

Furthermore, should the D.A. be successful, it is highly probable that the rural 

workers’ dwelling will become a de facto subdivision. We are concerned that 

the intention of our neighbours’ is to house extended family members who will not 

be associated with the farming enterprise. 

 
2. The impact it will have on our property…. a loss of all privacy and negative visual 

appeal. 
 
The applicant states the dwelling will be well away from the adjoining property and 
screened by vegetation along the southern boundary. 
  
The screening vegetation must remain. Our neighbours have mentioned on 

several occasions and most recently through a letter from their solicitor that it is their 

intention to remove all trees bounding our properties. If this is their intention, the 

removal of the screening vegetation which forms a privacy hedge will detrimentally 

affect the overall ambience of our rural property robbing us of our private rural 

setting. 

 

We request that Council includes within the Conditions of Consent, should the D.A. 

be successful, that the hedge remains and thus limit any negative visual impact. 

Councillor, Ballina Shire Council has always been sensitive to the preservation of the unique 

character of our region and maintaining the rural integrity of our community. I urge you to 

oppose the proposal.  A rural workers dwelling is not needed in this instance. We are 

requesting for the neighbourhood to remain as it is.  

 

Finally, we would like to invite you to come to our home prior to a final decision to discuss 

our concerns and view the impact this will have on our property should the proposal be 

approved. If we can help in any way to defeat this proposal, let us know. Thank you for 

your thoughtful consideration on this important matter. 

Kind regards, 

 

 

Simone and Nick Hatherly 

CC: Michael and Vivienne Westcott, 163 Broken Head Rd, Newrybar 
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