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 Motion of Urgency 

 

Attached are two additional reports for Council’s Ordinary meeting of 28 
February 2013 titled “Councillor Attendance” and “Notice of Motion – Erection 
of Electricity Infrastructure”.   
 
As these items have not been included in the original business paper, with this 
short notice, they can only be considered at the meeting, if Council considers 
the items to be of an urgent nature. 
 
The reasons provided for the urgent nature of the reports are: 
 

• Councillor Attendance – The event requiring the Councillor attendance is 
scheduled prior to the March Council meeting. 
 

• Notice of Motion – Essential Energy may proceed with the works prior to 
the March Council meeting. 

 
If Council wishes to consider these items at the February 2013 Ordinary 
Council meeting the recommendation is as follows. 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
That Council deal with the following late reports due to the urgent content of 
the reports: 
 
1. Councillor Attendance – Report is urgent due to the event, which is the 

subject of the report, being held prior to the March 2013 Ordinary Council 
meeting 
 

2. Notice of Motion – Erection of Electricity Infrastructure (Cr Keith Johnson) 
– Notice of motion is urgent due to concerns that Essential Energy may 
proceed with the works outlined in the notice of motion prior to the March 
2013 Ordinary Council meeting. 

 





Councillor Attendance 
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Councillor Attendance 

 
Delivery Program Governance 

Objective To provide Councillors with professional development 
opportunities. 

      
 

Background 

The Councillor Expenses and Facilities Policy requires Council approval for 
attendance by councillors, excluding the Mayor, at conferences outside the 
region (Richmond, Tweed, Clarence). Cr Cadwallader is seeking approval to 
attend the Minister for Local Government’s Women in Local Government 
Award ceremony in Sydney on Wednesday 6 March 2013. Air and cab fares 
would be required and possibly an overnight stay in Sydney. 
 

Key Issues 

• Benefit of the function and cost 
 

Information 

Cr Cadwallader has been nominated for an Award and the Division of Local 
Government guidelines state that councils should finance the cost of person’s 
nominated attending the awards. 
 

Legal / Resource / Financial Implications 

Funds are available within the Council's professional development budget to 
finance these expenses.  
 

Consultation 

Council’s expenses policy states that these matters must be reported to 
Council for approval. 
 

Options 

Approve or not approve the travel. The recommendation is to approve. 
 

 

RECOMMENDATION 

That Council authorises the attendance of Cr Cadwallader at the Minister for 
Local Government’s Women in Local Government Award ceremony in 
Sydney on Wednesday 6 March 2013. 
 

 

Attachment(s) 

Nil 
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Notice of Motion - Erection of Electricity Infrastructure 

 
Councillor Cr Keith Johnson  

      
 

 
I move 
 
That Council write to Essential Energy (EE) concerning the proposed 
undergrounding of electric power on the Council Reserve in Panorama estate, 
Alstonville, pointing out that the contractors used to produce the required REF 
(Review of Environmental Factors), in the opinion of residents, have failed to 
carry out the required community consultation. Council requests EE revoke 
the approval and investigate the breaches by the contractors involved prior to 
proceeding with the works. 
 
Councillor Comment 
 
Over the past five months residents of the Panorama Estate have been trying 
to prevent a 12 metre concrete pole being installed in the Council reserve on 
the south side of the estate.  This pole is intended to be the point at which 
undergrounding of the electric power lines was to start. The pole, if installed 
where planned, reduces the amenity of the reserve and directly overshadows 
several residences. 
 
The residents submitted their concerns to Mr Don Page who submitted the 
same to the Minister for Resources and Energy, Mr Chris Hartcher.  They also 
submitted a detailed critique of the REF which shows that community 
consultation had not been actioned and, importantly, as a result of no 
consultation a better solution to the undergrounding process was ignored.  
This independent critique also points out several deficiencies in the REF and 
concludes by showing that the best solution is still viable and had not received 
analysis in the REF. 
 
Minister Hartcher responded in December 2012 by arranging for EE to cause 
a full review, including consultation, to be carried out. 
 
On the 14 February 2013 a letter from EE to the residents concerned said the 
review had been done and as a result EE found the REF represents the 
option of least impact and EE was granting permission for the applicant to 
proceed with construction. As a result the installation of a 12 metre concrete 
pole on the Council Reserve is imminent and will result in reduced amenity for 
the local residents and an installation that is inferior to the alternatives.   
 
The residents have stated, unequivocally, that no consultation has taken place 
since receipt of Minister Hartcher’s letter (nor before) and no contact by mail, 
phone or e-mail has occurred between the applicant’s contactor and 
themselves. It is also a demonstrable fact that the REF approved approach is 
inferior in all respects to the alternative.   
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COUNCILLOR RECOMMENDATIONS 

That Council write to Essential Energy (EE) concerning the proposed 
undergrounding of electric power on the Council Reserve in Panorama 
estate, Alstonville, pointing out that the contractors used to produce the 
required REF (Review of Environmental Factors), in the opinion of residents, 
have failed to carry out the required community consultation. Council 
requests EE revoke the approval and investigate the breaches by the 
contractors involved prior to proceeding with the works. 
 

 

Attachment(s) 

1. Correspondence to residents from Essential Energy 
2. Correspondence from Minister for Resources and Energy 
3. Supporting notes from Cr Keith Johnson  
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