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Motion of Urgency

Motion of Urgency

Attached are two additional reports for Council’'s Ordinary meeting of 28
February 2013 titled “Councillor Attendance” and “Notice of Motion — Erection
of Electricity Infrastructure”.

As these items have not been included in the original business paper, with this
short notice, they can only be considered at the meeting, if Council considers
the items to be of an urgent nature.

The reasons provided for the urgent nature of the reports are:

e Councillor Attendance — The event requiring the Councillor attendance is
scheduled prior to the March Council meeting.

¢ Notice of Motion — Essential Energy may proceed with the works prior to
the March Council meeting.

If Council wishes to consider these items at the February 2013 Ordinary
Council meeting the recommendation is as follows.

RECOMMENDATION

That Council deal with the following late reports due to the urgent content of
the reports:

1. Councillor Attendance — Report is urgent due to the event, which is the
subject of the report, being held prior to the March 2013 Ordinary Council
meeting

2. Notice of Motion — Erection of Electricity Infrastructure (Cr Keith Johnson)
— Notice of motion is urgent due to concerns that Essential Energy may
proceed with the works outlined in the notice of motion prior to the March
2013 Ordinary Council meeting.
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Councillor Attendance

Councillor Attendance

Delivery Program Governance

Objective To provide Councillors with professional development
opportunities.

Background

The Councillor Expenses and Facilities Policy requires Council approval for
attendance by councillors, excluding the Mayor, at conferences outside the
region (Richmond, Tweed, Clarence). Cr Cadwallader is seeking approval to
attend the Minister for Local Government's Women in Local Government

Award ceremony in Sydney on Wednesday 6 March 2013. Air and cab fares
would be required and possibly an overnight stay in Sydney.

Key Issues

o Benefit of the function and cost

Information
Cr Cadwallader has been nominated for an Award and the Division of Local

Government guidelines state that councils should finance the cost of person’s
nominated attending the awards.

Legal / Resource / Financial Implications

Funds are available within the Council's professional development budget to
finance these expenses.

Consultation

Council’'s expenses policy states that these matters must be reported to
Council for approval.

Options

Approve or not approve the travel. The recommendation is to approve.

RECOMMENDATION
That Council authorises the attendance of Cr Cadwallader at the Minister for

Local Government's Women in Local Government Award ceremony in
Sydney on Wednesday 6 March 2013.

Attachment(s)

Nil
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Notice of Motion - Erection of Electricity Infrastructure

Notice of Motion - Erection of Electricity Infrastructure

Councillor Cr Keith Johnson

| move

That Council write to Essential Energy (EE) concerning the proposed
undergrounding of electric power on the Council Reserve in Panorama estate,
Alstonville, pointing out that the contractors used to produce the required REF
(Review of Environmental Factors), in the opinion of residents, have failed to
carry out the required community consultation. Council requests EE revoke
the approval and investigate the breaches by the contractors involved prior to
proceeding with the works.

Councillor Comment

Over the past five months residents of the Panorama Estate have been trying
to prevent a 12 metre concrete pole being installed in the Council reserve on
the south side of the estate. This pole is intended to be the point at which
undergrounding of the electric power lines was to start. The pole, if installed
where planned, reduces the amenity of the reserve and directly overshadows
several residences.

The residents submitted their concerns to Mr Don Page who submitted the
same to the Minister for Resources and Energy, Mr Chris Hartcher. They also
submitted a detailed critique of the REF which shows that community
consultation had not been actioned and, importantly, as a result of no
consultation a better solution to the undergrounding process was ignored.
This independent critique also points out several deficiencies in the REF and
concludes by showing that the best solution is still viable and had not received
analysis in the REF.

Minister Hartcher responded in December 2012 by arranging for EE to cause
a full review, including consultation, to be carried out.

On the 14 February 2013 a letter from EE to the residents concerned said the
review had been done and as a result EE found the REF represents the
option of least impact and EE was granting permission for the applicant to
proceed with construction. As a result the installation of a 12 metre concrete
pole on the Council Reserve is imminent and will result in reduced amenity for
the local residents and an installation that is inferior to the alternatives.

The residents have stated, unequivocally, that no consultation has taken place
since receipt of Minister Hartcher’s letter (nor before) and no contact by mail,
phone or e-mail has occurred between the applicant's contactor and
themselves. It is also a demonstrable fact that the REF approved approach is
inferior in all respects to the alternative.
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Notice of Motion - Erection of Electricity Infrastructure

COUNCILLOR RECOMMENDATIONS

That Council write to Essential Energy (EE) concerning the proposed
undergrounding of electric power on the Council Reserve in Panorama
estate, Alstonville, pointing out that the contractors used to produce the
required REF (Review of Environmental Factors), in the opinion of residents,
have failed to carry out the required community consultation. Council
requests EE revoke the approval and investigate the breaches by the
contractors involved prior to proceeding with the works.

Attachment(s)

1.

Correspondence to residents from Essential Energy

2. Correspondence from Minister for Resources and Energy
3.  Supporting notes from Cr Keith Johnson
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Notice of Motion - Erection of Electricity Infrastructure

14 February 2013

Dear
Ungerpround Foweariine Project -~ Plrchurst Court Alstonville,

The purpose of thig letter is Lo inferm you that Essential Energy has carried out &
comprehensive ovarview and asssssmant of a ravised Raview of Environmental
Factors (REF) subinitted for the undergrounding of a short section of poweriing in tha
viciaily of Pinehurst Court in Alstonville,

Following copcerns raised from the community, further consuitation and an
envirormental review was undertaken by the contracted designers for the projec,
particulasly in relation t the proposed location of an underground to everhead power
note within the Coundll reserve.

Thae REF presents details of the proposal, sssesses the existing natural and social
environments, describes the potential impacts on the envirenment and summarises
management measires and safeguards to minimise, and whers pessible, avoid
identifiad impacts.

The resultlng conclusion of the REF Is for the project to proceed, in line with previous
recormimendations, as it reprasents the option of least impach.

As o rasult Bssontiat Encrgy has granted permission to Galasynd Pty tid, the
davaloper undertaking the work, to instruct their installation contractor that thay can
resume censtruction work as per the anrrent certified design,

If you have quostions relating o this project ar require further information please
contact Galasynd Py Lid's design contractor Clarence Consiitants Piy Lld on 02
6642 7230, Alternatively yvou can contach Essential Energy’s Enginesring and
Tachnical Manager, Dennis Darke on D2 6643 7774,

Yours sincerely

—
)'-/ =
LN

L
Daniel Bylsifia
Aoting Reglongt Genersi Manager Marth Ceast

TTTTRG Box 718 Quesnboyan NSW 2620 Telephone: 13 23 01 Facsimile: (02) 6589 8359
assenhbizlenergy.cont.au
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Notice of Motion - Erection of Electricity Infrastructure

r,. l;;: {.i 2L ;."!.
1 i Harteher 0P

Minister for Resources and Energy
Special Minister of Siate and
Minigier for the Central Coast

GOVERNME]

M12/37618
MF12/8952

The Hon Don Page MP
Minister for Loca] Government
Minister for the North Coast
fMember fur Ballina

PO Hox 1018

BALLINA NSW 2478

Dear Mi}k{@ 4

Thank your for yous representations of 16 October 2012 on behalf of

who have raised further concerns about the
impact relocation of a power pole in Balling Shire Cauncils public reserve could have
on thair visual amenity and property values, and e scops of the Review of
Frvironmental Faclors (REF) associated with this project - in particular, inadequacy
of community consultation.

{ am pleased to advise that, In response o thase concerns, Essential Energy has
arranged for the project io be deferred while the project design contracior underizkes
a full review of the RET, during which time ail afiected kandowners will be consuited.

Egsential Energy advised that it will keep ail concernad residents infermed of the
putcome of this review and its associsted approval process.

it vour constifuents have any further endguiries, the can conlact My Gary Humphrays,
Chiat Operating Otficer, Essential Enargy, on 02 8688 8702,

Thank you for bringing this matter o my aliention.
Yours sincersly

yy/

Aite ik

Chris Hartcher MP

G0 Box 5344, Sychirey MSW 2001
Phore: (61 ) 9228 5280 Fao (B4 2) 9228 3448 Emaik officodiharichar.migiseLOswW.GOV.AL
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Notice of Motion - Erection of Electricity Infrastructure

PINFHURST ELECTRIC POLE SITING.

INTRODULTION,

1. Gver the past few weeks the residents adgacent To the cauncil reserve area in Panorama
Estate /Oceanview Cstate /Martege Pde area have been expressing thair concems with what
appears Lo ke the beginnings of the instaliation of a lorge concrete pole i that reserve. Work s
e of represeplations made through ivir Bon Page.

stopped an the installation , presumably bec
However , at this stage there has been no direct contact with the residents from Lsseniial Energy,
nere remaing Uncertainty ahout what actions | if

{ the approving authority] . As a consaquencs

any are to be taken to remedy the probiem.

2 Evan Eiord , of ardill Payne and Partagis, has met with the residerts and Clr Keith jehnson.,
Evan has alsa srovided a cony of the REF for the development which has been raviewed by the
Ad review there are issues arising that raise

residents , for the first tima. On the basis of thot R
legitimate concerns with the validity of the REF and the approvais that rely upon it.

3 Accordingly, the purpose of this shoit report is 1o outhine the deticiencies scen in the RCE
and the impacts / consequences of those deficiencies. 1tis alsa worth documenting thal iUis the
wish and objective of the resicents 1o iniliate with £7 and Ballina Shire Council a consullation

grocess thal can (ind ruick resolution of the issues withott recourse to law aud needless delay.

5. rhe deficiencies cover a number of points and will be deslt with B order.
fi. REF 1.1, 1.2. The description of the proposad works does not, in any way, indicate that a

new and abzrusive pole will be installed where none has been before and that it will be closor to
residences willi no visual buffers than ever before. This section focuses o the undergrounding
aspecls of the work with no detaill of above ground work described. 1Uis notaioir, compleie and

accurate description of the work.

7. 1.8 The REF states there Is are NO OTHER CPTIONS for route and site This statement is

incerrect as avisit to site would show.

z. 1.10. the REF states the leve! of interest of the jocal community regarding the site seleclion
or Foute selection is “ negligivle”, There is no way Lhis conclusion woul: be reached if community
consultation with affecied parties had been actually undertaicen At 111 the REF states consuitation

was underiaken - the affected residenls are adamant that there was no such consuitation

9. 3,11, The RLF states | having acknowledped impacts on a recreational area nossibibity, that

faries of an enclosed

“axisting pole 1o be removed and replaced with new rarm pole veithin the boun
puthiic reserve under the controi of Baliina Shire Cauncil. ” {BSC) Reference is also made to "council
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Notice of Motion - Erection of Electricity Infrastructure

cumiments suppled with project drawings aad ducamentzdon. Letter of 7 Jun 2011 U The residents

have had Mo contact from B5C on Uhis issue. These statements , with alhers cited aibove and be
suggest the author of the REF was not aware of the actual siting of the concrete pole and rot aware

of the reacticns that configuration would cause

1 4.20 The REF raies the sociai impact of ¥ property value devaluation © as “Minoe”. Tn recent
ng the

weeks the residents have soughl some guidance on this matter from Res! Estatn Agoints ¢
dlear consansus provided i< that there would b devaluation and it would rot be “Minar, These
sslates have always commanded a sizeable premium in the Alstanviie area berause of

resins)
their focation , outlooks , and overall ambience. What s, at present, 2 peaceful | pleasant, pastoral
autlook { which already accommadates the 66Ky ine witho ut farsh impacis) will be converted o

ane dominated by = large , Hghthause like pole , i s central location that woutd otherwise renain as

ol be justified,

passive recrealion open space, The REF rating cal

il 4.24 Under ”visual impacts” the REF dlasses the impacis as " minor” | a rating that is

ation Haison, and a vegetation

amplificd by comiments which sefers to tree romova:, A
management plan  none of which are relevant to the site al which the peie appesrs to being
prepaced for instailation. This suggests thal the REF, once again, is not focussed on what is actually

now occurring | 4,29 continues this theme.

i lable 5 — Decision, stales the community impacs are fixely to he iow. The community

disagrees — ihe visual impacts alone are significant and with other impacts go a long way Lo

dechmating the overall amenity of the locale, Onhce again the REF rating cannet be justilied .

13, i summary the REC cannot be accented a5 a reliable acourate basis justitying the action new
being taken instaling 1he concrete pole, The REF's many deficiencies and the absence of community
consullabion with the affected parties raust suioly render the REF and all that flows from it as

vorided,

CORRECTIVE ACTIGNS.

14 The sffeciog residents appreciate the action taken by Lvan Clierd to provide @ copy of the

REF for theilr review. They now have a key part of the approval process to focus on and fus a bhasis

10 sorl out, in conjunction with EE, BSC, and Arcill Pavie, appropriate actiong 1o correct the
present problems,

15, Aot has been said |, and via the REF, inforred , about tha siting of what will ultimately be the
iast above pround pole before the 66Ky fines are underprounded. This is the ssue at the cere of the

3)f€$@?'!i CONCErns.
30 The following can be asserted with confidence about “siting”™ @

1. The pole which is presently in the comer of AR land was repizced with & new one just 18
months ago and carries the 66Ky lines &t present. This pole is suitable s the peint from which 10 go

tnderground .
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Notice of Motion - Erection of Electricity Infrastructure

3. Use of this pole s unguestionably the cheapest | easiost, and feast intrusive solution to
providing the underground solution for the Pinehurst development.

3 The absence of community consuiiation tit now has prevenied tiis solution baing ot
Torward,
15 Accordingly , the corrective action now proposed is that a meeting hetween BSEC, 5, Ardill
Payne and rasidents e convened as quickly as pussibile to allow the above siting solution to ha

tabled and implementation discussed and agreed

16. Further, bacalse the present siop work is creating costs for the devcloper and iost incorie

for contractors , the meeting requestod should he erganised and conducted 2¢ a matler of priority,

Repart ENDS.

Ballina Shire Council Ordinary Meeting — Late ltems
28/02/13



