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M Office of

Environment
sovemannr | & Heritage

Attachment 1: Email from Phil Waison (OEH) tc Ben Fitzgibbon (OEH) regarding draft CZMP for
the Ballina Shire Coastline V3.

Fitzgibbon Ben

From: Watson Phil

Sent:  Thursday, 15 August 2013 9:47 AM
To: Fitzgibbon Ben; Chin Toong
Sublect: Ballina GZMP

Hi Ben and Toong,

Reference is made lo previous discussions, meelings with Council staff and the consultant and the
Councillor Workshop on Tuesday 13 August 2013 pertaining to the development of the Ballina CZMP,

| thought it might be beneficial to summarise those views, particularly given the Council and OEH now
have a clear picture of the relalively minor “tweaking” required to deliver a sound, pragmalic and
implementable Plan.

At present the Plan is conlingent on a large artificial nourishment of the beach (200m¥m run of beach) in
front of the existing protection slructures to form the primary line of defence for Lennox Head. This
presents problems for a range of reasons, not the least of which is that there is currently no identified,
readily accessible sand source, nor is there a funding maodel to service this action. In effect, this deems
the CZMP somewhat untenable. Whilst the idea of nourishing Seven Mile Beach for amenity provision is
welcomed and widely supported by council and the community, the necessily for the scale and immediale
application of the quantities advised is not yet evident. Such an action should be considered and further
investigated over time In the event the large projected sea level rise forecast over the course of the 219
century are realised.

However, over the short-medium term there would be more likelihood of adequately meeting the
comparalively limited demand for amenity enhancement by linking opportunistic navigation dredging
exercises in and around the Richmond River to nourishment of Seven Mile Beach as a spoil disposal
option. With current low rates of sea level rise of the order of a couple of millimetres a year projecled
over the next decade or two, it is highly likely that opportunity maintenance dredging of the Richmond
would provide sufficient clean sandy spoil to meet amenity enhancement requirements along Seven Mile
Beach over this time-frame. Longer-term planning horizons and larger projecled rates of sea level rise
might necessitale the larger scale of offshore dredging of sand to meet nourishment demands for amenity
provision currently embodied within the Plan. However, these activities can be investigated and phased
over time to accord with both demand and relevant changes lo Government Policy and funding models
that might be necessary to make such large capital works financially sustainable.

Given Council and the community have unilaterally endorsed protection as the recommended long-term
management strategy for Seven Mile Beach, the key priority should be lo ultimately investigate and
upgrade existing protection works along the length of the beachfront 1o a consistent and appropriate
engineering standard (as advocated in the plan). The keen necessity to enhance degraded beach
amenity through the use of arlificial sand nourishment is also strongly endorsed, however, | would
advocale this can be done more pragmatically and efficiently via the afore-mentioned staged
mechanisms. This slight "tweaking" of the CZMP to accord with this appeared to be keenly endorsed at
the Councillor workshop.

Happy to discuss further as necessary.
Best wishes
Phil

Phil Watson

Principal Coastal Specralist

Regianal Operations Group

Office of Environment and Heritage

NSW Department of Premier and Cabinet
Ph. {02} 4320-4208 Mob. 0413-278-651

e-mail: phil watson@environment.nsw.qov.au
PO Box 1477 Gosford NSW 2250
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